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HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE 

The following Hill wag introduced in the House of the People on 
7th J.)ecember, 1953; — 

Biul * No. 59 OF 1963 

A Bill to amend and consolidate the law relating to faients. 

Be it enacted by Parliament as follows; — 

CHAPTER I 

Preliminary 

1. Short title, extent and commencement. — (1) This Act may be called 
the Patents Act, 1968, 

{8) It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and 
Kmehmir. 

(5) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint, 

2. Definitions. — In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — ^ 

(a) ‘Advocate-General’ means an Advocate-General appointed 
under the Constitution; 

(b) ‘assignee’ includes the legal representative of a deceased 
assignee and references td the assignee of any person include refer- 
ences to the assignee of the legal representative or assignee of that 
person ; 

(c) ‘Controller’ means the Controller of Patents and Designs ap- 
pointed under section 6; 

(d) ‘district court’ has the meaning assigned to that expression by 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908) ; 

(e) ‘exclusive licence’ means a licence from a patentee which 
confers on the licensee or on the licensee and persons authorised by 
him, to the exclusion of all other persons (including the patentee), any 

•Th« Proaident hM, in purstmnoe of clause ( 3 ) of article 117 of the Constitution of 
India, recommended to the House of the People the consideration of the Bill. 
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right in respect of the patented invention, and 'exclusive lioensee’ 
shall be construed accordingly; 

(f) ‘High Court’ means, — 

(t) in relation to a Part A State or a Part B State, the High 
Court for that State; 

(m) in relation to the States of Ajmer and Vindhya Pradesh, 
the High Court at Allahabad; 

{Hi) in relation to the State of Bhopal, the High Court at 
Nagpur; 

{iv) in relation to the States of Bilospin", Delhi and Himachal 
Pradesh, the High Court of Punjab; 

(u) in relation to the State of Coorg, the High Court of 
Mysore ; 

(vi) in relation to the State of Kutoh, the High Court at 
Bombay; 

{vii) in relation to the States of Manipur and Tripura, the 
High Court of Assam; 

{viii) in relation to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, the 
High Court at Calcutta; 

(g) ‘India’ means the territory of India excluding the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir; 

{h) ‘invention’ means, — 

(t) any new and useful manufacture ; 

(ii) any new and useful composition of matter; 

(in) any new and useful improvement of any such manu- 
facture or composition of matter; 

which is capable of being used or applied in trade or industry and 
which is not previously known or used in India; 

Explanation I . — An invention shall not be deemed to be new 
unless it involves an inventive step. 

Explanation II . — An invention shall not be deemed to be uaeful 
unless it achieves the object which is claimed for it and makes a 
definite contribution to the existing stock of technical knowledge in 
Jndia on the subject-matter of the invention; 

(0 ‘legal representative’ means a person who in law represonta 
the estate of a deceased person ; 

(/') ‘manufacture’, includes— 

(i) any art or process — 

(a) for producing, preparing or making an article by sub- 
jecting a material to manual, mechanical, chemical, eleoSri- 
cal or any other like operation, or 

(b) for producing any new material or for preserving or 
modifying the properties of any known niaterial; 

(it) any method or process of testing applicable to the im- 
provement or control of manufacture ; 

(tti) any machine or apparatus used for any of the purposes 
specified in item (a) or item (b) of sub-clause (t) ; and 
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(iv) any article or material produced, prepared or made bx 
manufacture ;• 

(k) ‘patent’ means a patent granted under tbla Act; 

(l) ‘patented article’ means an article in respect of which a patent 
'has been granted; 

(m) ‘patentee’ means the person for the time being entered on 
-the register of patents kept under this Act as the grantee or proprietor 
•of the patent; 

(w) ‘patent agent’ means a person carrying on in India the busi- 
miBS of acting as agent for other persons for the purpose of applying 
^or or obtaining patents in India or elsewhere; 

( 0 ) ‘patent of addition’ means a patent granted in accordance with’ 
'flection 31; 

(p) ‘Patent Office’ means the Patent Office established under 
section 4 and includes any branch thereof; 

(q) ‘prescribed’ means prescribed by rules made under this Act; 

(r) ‘priority date’ has the meaning assigned to it by section 10; 

(s) ‘true and first inventor’ includes a person who first imports 
an inrention into India, or to whom an invention is first communica- 
ted from outside India, 

8. What Is not patentable. — The following shall not be patentable under 
■this Act ; — 

(a) an invention the use of which would be contrary to law or 
morality ; 

(!)) the mere discovery of new properties of a known substance; 

(c) a mere duplication of known devices or juxtaposition of known 
devices which function independently of one another; 

(d) a substance prepared or produced by a chemical process or 
intended for food or medicine other than a substance prepared or pro- 
duced by any method of process of manufacture particularly described 
in the complete specification of the invention or by its obvious chemi- 
cal equivalent. 

Explanation. — In relation to a substance intended for food ot 
medicine, a mere Eidmixture resulting only in the aggregation of the 
known properties of the ingredients of that substance shall not h^ 
deemed to be a method or process of manufacture. 

CHAPTER II 

Patent Office and Establishment 

4, Patent Office and Its branches. — (1) There shall be established for 
Sihe purposes of this Act an office to be called the Patent Office and (tuoh 
number of branch offices as the Central Government may deem fit. 

(8) The Patent Office shall be under the immediate control of thfl 
Controller who shall act imdor the superintendence and direction of the 
Central Government. 

(3) There shall be a seal for the Patent Office. 

6. OontrbUer and other officers. — (1) The Central Government may 
appoint a person to be the Controller of Patents and Designs and as many 
Deputy and Assistant Controllers as may be necessary. 
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(3) The Deputy and Assistanl) Controllers shall be under the superin- 
igendence and duection of the Controller and shall discharge suoh 
functions of the Controller under this Act as the Controller may from time 
fo time authorise them to discharge; and any reference in this Act to the 
Controller shall include a reference to a Deputy Controller or an Assistant 
Controller when so discharging any such functions. 

(3) The Central Government may appoint for the purposes of the Patent! 
Office such number of Examiners, Assistant Examiners and other officer* 
as it may deem fit for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act. 

CHAPTEB in 

Applications fob Gbant of Patents 

0. Persons entltlod to apply for a patent (I) An application for a 

patent for an invention may be made by any of the following persona, 
4hai( is to say, — 

(a) by any person claiming to be the true and first inventor of 
the invention; 

(b) by any person being the assignee of the person claiming to b* 
the true and first inventor in respect of the right to make such ait 
application ; 

(o) by the legal representative of any deceased person who imme- 
diately before his death, was entitled to make such an application; 

and may be made by that person or legal representative either alone oe 
jointly with any other person. 

7. form of application. — (1) Every application for a patent shall ba 
made in the prescribed form and shall be filed at the Patent Office in tEa 
prescribed manner. ’ 

(2) Where the application is made by virtue of an assignment of the 
right to apply for a patent for the invention, there shall be furnished wiim 
fhe applioation or within such period as may be prescribed after the filing 
of the applioation either — < 

(a) a declaration signed by the person claiming fo be the tru» 
and first inventor or his legal representative, stating that ha assenjifl 
to the making of the application; or 

(b) the original deed of assignment executed by the true and firsfl 
inventor or his legal representative. 

(3) Every applioation under this section shall state that the applicant 
!■ in possession of the invention and shall name the person claiming to b@ 
the true and first inventor; and where the person so claiming is not the 
applicant or one of the applicants, the applioation shall contain a deolara- 
tion that the applicant believes the person so named to be the true and 
first inventor. 

(4) Every snob application shall be accompanied by — 

(a) a provisional or a complete specification; end 

(b) the prescribed fee. 
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8. Provlftlonal and complete BpeolfioatlonS. — ,( 1 ) Where an application 
for a patent ia accompanied by a provisional specification, a complete 
Bpeoification shall be filed within nine months from the date of filing 
of the application and if the complete specification is not so filed, the 
application shall be deemed to bo abandoned: 

Provided that the complete speoifioation may be filed at any time after 
nine months but within twelve months from the date aforesaid, if a request 
to that effect Is made to the Controller and the prescribed fee is paid on or 
before the date on which the complete specification is filed. 

(S) Where two or more applications in the name of the same applicant 
are accompanied by provisional specifications in respect of inventions which 
are cognate or of which one is a modification of another and the Controller 
is of opinion that the whole of such Inventions are such as to constitute 
a single invention and may properly be included in one patent, he may 
allow one complete specification to be filed in respect of all such provisional 
Bpeoifioations , 

(3) Where an application for a patent is accompanied by a specifica- 
tion purporting to be a complete specification, the Controller may, if the 
Upplicant so requests at any time before the acceptance of the application, 
direct that such specification shall be treated for the purposes of this' Act 
«s a provisional specification and proceed with the application accordingly. 

(4) Where a complete specification has been filed in pursuance of an 
application for a patent accompanied by a provisional speoifioation or by 
a Specification treated by virtue of a direction under sub-section (3) as a 
provisional specification, the Controller may, if the applicant so requests at 
any time before the acceptance of the application, cancel the provisional 
Bpeoification and post-date the application to the date of filing of the 
complete specification. 

9, Oontents of Bpedflcatlon. — (1) Every specification, whether complete 
or provisional, shall describe the invention and shall begin with a title 
Buffioiently indicating the subject-matter to which the invention relates. 

(2) Subject to any rules that may be made in this behalf under this 
Act, drawings may, and shall, if the Controller so requires, bo supplied 
for the purposes of any specification, whether complete or provisional; and 
liny drawings so supplied shall, unless the Controller otherwise directs, 
be doomed to form part of the specification and references in this Act to a 
Bpeoification shall be construed accordingly. 

(3) Every complete specification — 

(a) shall particularly describe the invention and the method by 
which it is to be performed; 

(h) shall disclose the best method of jjerforming the invention 
which is known to the applicant and for which he is entitled to claiju 
protection; and 

(c) shall end with a claim or claims defining the scope of tli« 
invention claimed, 

(4) The claim or claims of a complete specification shall relate to a 
Bingle invention, shall be clear and sucoinct and shall be fairly baaed on 
file matter disclosed in the specification. 
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(6) A declaration es to the inventorship of the invention shall, in suob 
oases as may be prescribed, be furnished in the prescribed form with thflt^ 
complete specification or within such period as may be prescribed after 
the filing of that specification. 

( 6 ) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this section, a complete speoi- 
fioation filed after a provisional specification, may include claims in respeot 
of developments of, or additions to, the invention which was described in 
the provisional specification, being developments or additions in respect of 
which the applicant would be entitled under the provisions of section &■ 
to make a separate application for a patent. 

10. Priority date of clalma ol complete speclflcation (1) Every claim 

of a complete specification shall have effect from the date specified in this 
section in relation to that claim (in this Act referred to as the ‘priority 
date’); and a patent shall not be invalidated by reason only of the publi- 
cation or use of the invention, so far as claimed in any claim of the com- 
plete specifioation, on or after the priority date of that claim, or by the 
grant of another patent upon a specifioation claiming the same inventioui 
in a claim of the same or later priority date. 

(5) Where the complete specifioation is filed in pursuance of a single: 
application accompanied by a provisional specification or by a specification 
which is treated by virtue of a direction under sub-section (3) of section 8 
as a provisional specification, and the claim is fairly based on the matter 
disclosed in that specification, the priority date of that claim shall be the 
date of filing of the application. 

(3) Where the complete specification is filed or proceeded with in 
pursuance of two or more applications accompanied by such speoifioations 
as are mentioned in sub-section (3), and the claim is fairly based on the' 
matter disclosed in one of those speoifioations, the priority date of thalj 
claim shall be the date of filing of the application accompanied by that 
specifioation. 

(4) Where, under the foregoing provisions of this section, any claim of a 
complete specifioation would, but for the provisions of this sub-section,, 
have two or more priority dates, the priority date of that claim shall ba- 
the earlier or earliest of those dates. 

(5) In any case to which sub-seotions (3) to (4) do not apply, the 
priority date of a claim shall, subject to the provisions of section 89, be th& 
date of filing of the complete specification. 

11. Examination of application.— When the complete speoifioation- 
has been tiled in respect of an application for a patent, the application: 
and the specification or specifications relating thereto shall be referred by 
the Controller to an Examiner for making a report to him in respect of 
ibhe following matters, namely; — 

(a) whether the subject-matter of the specification or speoifioa- 
tions is an invention within the meaning of clause (h) of section 2; 

(b) whether the application and tbe speoifioation or specificatione 

relating thereto are in accordance with the requirements of this Act 

and of any rules made thereunder; 

(o) the result of investigations made under section 12 ; and 

(d) any other matter which may be prescribed. 

12. Search for anticipation by previoua publication and by prior 
claim. — (2) The examiner to whom an application for a patent is re- 
ferred under section 11 , shall make investigation for the purpose of ascer- 
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taming whether the invention, so far as claimed in any claim of the com* 
plete specification — ' 

(а) has been published before the date of filing of the applicant’^ 
complete specification in any specification filed in pursuance of an 
application for a patent made in India and dated within fifty years 
before that date; or 

(б) is claimed in any claim of any other complete specification 
pubfished on or after the date of filing of the applicant's complete 
specification, being a specification filed in pursuance of an application 
for a patent made In India and dated before that date. 

(2) The Examiner may, in addition, make such investigation as tho 
Controller may direct for the purpose fif ascertaining whether the invention, 
BO far as claimed in any claim of ‘the complete specification, has been 
published in India before the date of filing of the applicant's complete 
Bpeoification in any other document. 

(3) The investigations made under this section shall not be held in any 

way to guarantee the validity of any pateirt, and no liability shall be 

incurred by the Central Government or any officer by reason of, or ini 

connection with, any such investigation or any proceeding consequent 
thereon. 

18. Controller to take into connlderation the report of Examiner. — When,, 
in respect of any application for a patent, the Controller has received the 
report of the Examiner under section 11, he shall, after considering the 
report, dispose of the application in accordance with the provisions herein- 
after appearing. 

14. Refusal of application In certain cases.— iWhere the ControUcr i* 
satisfied that the subject-matter of the specifications relating to an 

application is not an ‘invention’ within the meaning of clause (ft) of 

section 2 or is not patentable under section 8, he shall refuse the appli- 
cation. 

16. Order of refusal or amendment of application In certain oases. — 

Where the Controller is satisfied that the application and the specifica- 
tions relating thereto do not comply with the requirements of this Act or 
of any rules made thereunder, the Controller may, subject to the other 
provisions of this Act, refuse to proceed with the application or require 
tiiat the application or the specification be amended to his satisfaction before 
he proceeds with the application, 

16, Other orders on application. — (1) Where a speoification relates to 
more than one invention, the application shall, if the Controller or the 
applicant so requires, be restricted to one invention Eind the other inven- 
tions may be made the subject-matter of fresh applications; and any such 
fresh application shall be proceeded with as a substantive application, but 
the Controller may direct that any such fresh application made before the 
acceptance of the oifiginal application shall bear the date of the original appli- 
cation or such later date as he may fix, and the fresh application shall be 
deemed, for the purposes of this Act, to have been made on the date which 
it bears in accordance with such direction. 

[2) At any time after an application has been filed under this Act and 
before acceptance of the application, the Controller may, at the request 
of the applicant and upon payment of the prescribed fee, direct that the 
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application shall be post-dated to such date as may be specified in the 
request, and proceed with the application accordingly; 

Provided that no application shall be post-dated under this sub-section 
to a date later than six months from the date on which it was actually 
made or would, but for the provisions of this sub-section, be deemed to 
have been made. 

(5) Wliora an application or specification filed under this Act is amended 
before acceptance of the application, the Controller may direct that the 
application or specification shall be post-dated to the date on which it is 
amended, or if it has been returned to the applicant, to the date on which 
it is refUed. 

(4) Where it appears to the Controller that the invention so far an 
claimed in any claim of the complete specification has been published in 
the manner referred to in sub-section (J) or sub-section (3) of section 12, 
he may refuse to accept the application unless the applicant either — 

(а) shows to the satisfaction of the Controller that the priority 
date of the claim of his complete specification is not later than the 
date on which the relevant document was published in India; or 

(б) amends his complete speoification to the satisfaction of the 
Controller, 

(5) If it appears to the Controller that the invention is claimed in a 
claim of any other complete speoification referred to In clause (h) of sub- 
section (1) of section 12, he may, subject to the provisions hereinafter 
oontained, direct that a reference to that other spooifioation shall be 
inserted by way of notice to the public in the applicant’s complete speoi- 
fication unless within such time as may bo prescribed cither — 

(a) the applicant shows to the satisfaction of the Controller that 
the priority date of his claim is not later than the priority date of 
the claim of the said other specification; or 

(b) the complete specification is amended to the satisfaction of 
the Controller. 

(6) If it appears to the Controller as a result of an investigation under 
section 12 or otborwise — 

(a) that the invention so far as claimed in any claim of th» 
applicarit's complete specification has been claimed in any other com- 
plete specification referred to in clause (a) of sub-section (I) of 
section 12; and 

(b) that such other complete specification was published on or 
after the priority date of the applicant’s claim; 

then, unless it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Controller that 
the priority date of the applicant’s claim is not later than the priority 
date of the claim of that specification, the provisions of sub-section (5) 
shall apply in the same manner as they apply to a specification published 
on or after the date of filing of the applicant's complete specifioa'tion. 

(?') The power of the Controller under sub-sections (5) and (6) to direct 
the insertion of a reference to another speoification may be exercised either 
before or alter a patent has been granted for an Invention claimed In 
that other snecifioatlon, but any direction given before the gi-ant of such 
a patent shall be of no effect unless and until such a patent is granted. 
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17, Substitution ol applicants.— (J) If the Controller is satisfied, on 
a claim made in the prescribed manner at any time before a patent has 
been granted, that by virtue of any assignment or agreement made by 
the applicant or one of the applicants for the patent or by operation of 
law, the claimant would, if the patent wore then granted, bo entitled 
thereto or to the interest of the applicant therein, or to an undivided share 
■of the patent or of that interest, the Controller may, subject to the provi- 
sions of this section, direct that the application shall proceed in the name 
of the claimant or in tlie names of the claimant apd the applicant or the 
other joint applicant or applicants, according as the case may require. 

(2) No such direction as aforesaid shall he given by virtue of any 
assignment or agreement made by one of two joint applicants for a patent 
oxoept with the consent of the other joint applicant or applicants. 

(.3) No such direction as aforesaid shall he given by virtue of any assign- 
ment or agreement for the assignment of the benefit of any invention unless 
either— 

(a) the invention is identified therein by reference to the number 
of the application for the patent; or 

(b) there is produced to the Controller an aolcnowledgment by 

the person by whom the assignment or agreement was made that the 
assignment or agreement relates to the invention in respect of which 
that application is made; or ' . • 

(c) the rights of the claimant in respect of the invention have 
been finally established under the provisions of this Act. 

{ 4 ) Where ojie of two or more joint applicants for a patent dies at any 
time before the pajent has been granted, the Controller may, upon a requeut 
in that behalf mqde by the survivor or survivors, and with the cimsent bf 
the porvOnal representative of the deceased, direct that the application shall 
proceed in the name of the smvivor or survivors alone. 

(d) If any dispute arises between joint applicants for a patent whether 
or in what manner the application should be proceeded with, the Control- 
ler may, upon application made to him in the proscribed manner by any 
of the parties, and after giving to all parties concerned an opportunity to 
be heard, give such directions as he thinks fit for enabling the application 
to proceed in the name of one or more of the parties alone or for regulating 
the manner in which it should be proceeded with, or for both those pur-- 
poses, according as the case may require. 

18. Acceptance of application. — (7) WTiere in respect of an application 
for a patent no order is passed by the Controller under section 14 or section 
15 or section 16, or where an order is passed by the Controller Tinder section 
1.5 or section 36 which is complied with by the' applicant, the Controller 
may, subjeot to the provisions of sub-section (S), accept the application. 

(2) Unless an application for a patent is accepted within eighteen 
months from the date of the application, the application shall (except 
where an appeal has been lodged) be deemed to have been refused: 

Provided that where, before, or within three months after, the expira- 
tion of the said period of eighteen months a request is made to the Control- 
ler for an extension of time, the application shall, on payment of the 
prescribed fee, be continued for any period so requested not exceeding In all 
three months from the expiration of the said period of eighteen months. 
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19. Advertisement of acceptance of application. — On the acceptance 
of an application, the Controller shall rIvc notice tliereof to the applicant 
and shall advertise the acceptance in the Official Gazette; and the appli^ 
cation and the specification with the drawings (if any) shall be open to- 
pubUo inspection, 

20. Effect of acceptance of application.— After the acceptance of an 
application and until the date of sealing a patent in respect thereof or tha- 
expiration of the time for seahng, the applicant shall have the like privi- 
leges and rights as if a patent for the invention had been sealed on tha- 
date of advertisement of acceptance of the application ; 

Provided that the applicant shall not be entitled to institute any pro- 
ceedings for infringement until the patent has been sealed. 

21. Objections to sealing of patent. — (1) At any time within four months 
from the date of advertisement of the acceptance of an application in the 
Official Gazette, any person interested may, on payment of the prescribed 
fee, file before the Controller objeotiona in writing to the sealing of the 
patent on the application, such ohieotions being restricted to the matters* 
specified in clauses (a) to (d) of section 11. 

(8) Where any objections have been filed under sub-section (1), the 
Controller shall, after hearing the applicant and, if necessary, the persoti 
filin g the objections and after making such further enquiry, if any, as he' 
may deem fit, may — 

(а) dismiss the objections; or 

{b) direct the applicant to amend the complete speoifioation to ths 
satisfaction of the Controller and within such time as may be specified; 

in tba direotioQ ; or 

(o) direct that the reference to any other specification shall be 
inserted by way of notice to the public in the applicant's complete 
specification. 

(3) Where the applicant refuses or fails to carry out any directions of 
the Controller under clause (6) or clause (c) of sub-section (S), the Controller 
may refuse to seal the patent. 

22. Mention of Inventor as guoh In patent.— -(1) If the Controller i» 
satisfied, upon a request or claim made in accordance with the provisions 
exf this section, — 

{a) that the person in respect of or by whom the request or claim 
Is m^e is the inventor of an inventiou in respect of which application, 
for a patent has been made, or of a substantial part of that invention; 
and 

(б) that the application for the patent is a direct consequence of 
his being the inventor; 

the Controller shall, subject to the provisions of this section, cause him 
to be mentioned as inventor in any patent granted in pursuance of the 
apphoation, in the complete specification, and in the register of patents ; 

Provided that the mention of any person as inventor under this section 
shall not confer or derogate from any rights under the patonf. 
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(X) For the purposes of this section, the actual deviser of an invention 
or a part of an invention shall be deemed to be the inventor, notwithstand- 
ing that any other person is for any of the other purposes of this Act treat- 
ed as the true and first inventor; and no person shall be deemed to be the 
inventor of an invention or a part of an invention by reason only that it 
was imported by him into India or that it was communicated to him from out- 
side India, 

(3) A request that any person shall be mentioned as aforesaid 

made in the prescribed manner by the applicant for the patent or (wnore- 
the person alleged to be the inventor is not the applicant or one of the 
applicants) by the applicant and that person. 

(4) If any person [other than a person in respect of whom a request in 
relation to the application in question has been made under sub-section 
(3)] desires to be mentioned as aforesaid, he may mate a claim in the pre- 
scribed manner in that behalf, 

(6) A request under the foregoing provisions of this section shall be- 
made not later than two months after the date of advertisement of accept- 
ance of the application or within such further period (not exceeding one 
month) as the Controller may, on an application made to him in that 
behalf before the expiration of the said period of two months and subject- 
to the payment of the prescribed fee, allow. 

(6) Where a claim is made under sub-section (4), the Controller shall 
give notice of the claim to every applicant for the patent (not being the 
claimant) and to any other person whom the Controller may consider to- 
be interested; and before deciding upon any request or claim made under 
sub-section (3) or sub section (4), the Controller shall, if required, hear 
the person in respect of or by whom tho request or claim is made, and, in 
the case of a claim under the said suh-seotion (4), any person to whom 
notice of the claim has been given as aforesaid. 

(7) Where any person has been mentioned as inventor in pursuance of 
this section, any other person who alleges that he ought not to have been 
BO mentioned may at any time apply to the Controller for a certificate to 
that effect and the Controller may after hearing, if required, any person 
whom he may consider to be interested, issue such a certificate, and if he 
does so, he shall rectify the specification and the register accordingly. 

as. Provlaloii for secrecy of certain Inventions. — (I) Where, either 
before or after the commencement of this Act, an application for a patent 
has been made in respect of an invention, and it appears to the Controller 
that the invention is one of a class notified to him by the Central Govern- 
ment as relevant for defence purposes, he may give directions for prohibit- 
ing or restricting the publication of information with respect to the inven- 
tion, or the communication of such information to any person or class of 
persons specified in the directions; and while such directions are in force, 
the application may, subject to the directions, proceed up to the stage of 
the aooeptanoe of the application, but the acceptance shall not be advertis- 
ed nor the specification published, and no patent shall be granted in 
pursuance of the application. 
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(2) Where the Controller gives any such directions as aforesaid, he shall 
give notice of the application and of the directions to the Central Govern- 
ment, and thereupon the following provisions shah have efieot, that is to 
Bay,-- 

(a) the Central Government shall, upon receipt of such notice 
consider whether the publication of the invention would be prejudicial 
to the defence of India and unless a notice under paragraph (c) of this 
sub-section has been previously given by the Central Government, to 
the Controller, shall reconsider tnat question before the expiration of 
nine months from the date of filing of the application for the patent 
and at least once in every subsequent year; 

(b) for the purpose aforesaid, the Central Government may, at 
any time after the application has been accepted or, with the consent 
of the applicant, at any time before the application has been accepted, 
inspect the application and any documents furnished to the Control- 
ler in connection therewith; 

(c) if upon consideration of the invention at any time it appears 
to the Central Government that the publication of the invention would 
not, or would no longer, be prejudicial to the defence of India, the 
Central Government, shall give notice to the Controller to that effect; 

(d) on receipt of any such notice the Controller shall revoke 
the directions and may, snbioct to such conditions, if any, as he thinks 
fit, extend the time for doing anything required or anthorised to be 
done by or under this Act in connection with the application, whether 
or not that time has previously expired. 

(3) Where an application for a patent for an invention in respect of 
which directions have been given under this section or under section 12 of 
the Atomic Energy Act, 1948 (XXIX of 1948), is accepted during the 
continuance in force of the directions, then^ — 

(a) if any use of the invention is made during the continuance in 
force of the directions by or on behalf of or to the order of the Govern- 
ment, the provisions of sections 63, 64 and 65 shall apply in relation 
to that use as if the patent had been granted for the invention; and 

(b) if It appears to the Central Government that the applicant for 
the patent h.as suffered hardship by reason of the continuance in force 
of the directions, the Central Government may make to him such 
payment (if any) by way of compensation as appears to be reasonable 
having regard to the novelty and utility of the invention and the pur- 
pose for which it is designed, and to any other relevant ciroumstancos. 

(4) Where a patent is granted in pursuance of an application in respect, 
of which directions have been given under this section or under section 12 
of the Atomic Energy Act, 1948 (XXIX of 1948), no renewal fees ehall he 
payable in respect of any period during which those directions are in foa-ce, 

_ (S) No person resident in India ehall, except under the authority of a 
written permit granted by or on behalf of the Controller, make or cause to 
be made any application outside India for the grant of a patent for an inven- 
tion unless — 

(a) an application for a patent for the same invention has been 
made In India not lees than six weeks before the application outnide 
India; and 
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(6) either no directions have been given niider Bub-aection (1) of 
this Bection or under section 12 of the Atomic Energy Act, 1948 (XXIX 
of 1948), in relation to the application in India, or all such directions 
have been revoked: 

Provided that this sub-Bection shall not apply in relation to an ii^vention 
for which an application for protection has first been filed in a country ou^ 
side India by a person resident outside India. 

CHAPTEE IV 

Grant and Sealing 01’ Patent 

2A. Grant and sealing of patent. — (1) Where an application in respect 
of a patent is accepted, and no objections have been filed under section 21 
or where such objactions have been filed but have been dismissed, or where 
the applicant Ims carried out the directions of the Controller under clause 
(b) or clause (c) of sub-section (2) of section 21, a patent shall on the 
prescribed request and 'on payment of the prescribed fee, be granted subject 
to such condiVions (if any) as the Central Govermnent thinks expedient, to 
the applicant, or in the case of a joint application to the applicants jointly, 
and the Controller shall cause the patent to be sealed with the seal of the 
Patent Office. 

{2) A patent shall be sealed as soon as may be but not after the expira- 
tion of a period of twenty-four months from the date of the application; 

Provided that — 1 

(a) where the Controller has allowed an extension of time 
within which an application may be accepted, a further extension 
of four months after the said period of twenty-four months shall be 
allowed for the sealing of the patent; 

(b) where the sealing is delayed by an appeal against the direct 
tion, decision or order of the Controller under section 14, section 16, 
section IG or section 17 or by any proceeding taken for obtaining such 
direction, decision or order, the patent may be sealed at such time 
as the Controller may direct; 

( 0 ) where the patent is granted to the legal representative of an- 
applicant who has died before the expiration of the time which would 
otherwise be allowed for sealing the patent, the patent may bei 
sealed at any time within twelve months after the date of his death 
or at such later time as the Controller may think fit; 

(ci) where for any reason a patent cannot be sealed within the 
period allowed by any of the foregoing provisions of this section, thal 
period may, on payment of the prescribed fee and on compliance with 
the prescribed canditions, bo extended to the extent applied for buti 
not exceeding three months. 

26. Date of patent. — (I) Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 
Act, every patent shall be dated and sealed as of the date of filing of the 
oomplete specification ; 

Provided that no proceedings shall be taken in respect of an infringe- 
ment committed before the date of advertisement of acceptance of the ap- 
plication. 

(2) The date of every patent shall be entered in the register of patents. 
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26. Fonn and edieot 0l patent. — (I) Every patent shall be in the 
jjresoribed form and shall have efieot throughout India. 

(2) A patent shall be granted for one invention only ; but the specifica- 
tion may contain more than one claim; 

Provided that it shall not be competent for any person in a suit or 
■other proceeding to take any objection to a patent on the ground that 
it has been granted for more than one invention. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of Chapter XI, a patent shall have the 
■same effect against Government as it has against any person. 

27. Rights of patentee. — A patent sealed with the seal of the Patent 
Office shall, subject to the other provisions of this Act, confer on the 
patentee — 

(a) in the case of a- patented article, the exclusive right to make 
use or sell such article in India and of authorising others so to do; 

(h) in the case of a patent relating to a process, the exolusivo 
privilege of using and exercising such process in India and of usipg or 
selling aticles in India made by such process and of authorising others 
BO to do. 

28. Patent obtained in fraud of true and first Inventor.— Where a 
patent has been revoked by a High Court or the Controller on the ground 
that it has- been obtained in fraud of the true and first inventor, the Oon- 
jtroller may, on the application of the true and first Inventor or his legal 
representative or assignee made in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act, grant to him a patent for the whole or any part of the invention, and 
the patent so granted shall bear the same date as the patent so revokedjj 

Provided that no suit shall be brought for any infringement of the 
patent so granted committed before the actual date on which such patent 
was granted. 

29. Term of patent, — (f) The term limited in every patent for the 
iiuration thereof shall, save as otherwise expressly provided by this Act. 
he sixteen years from its date. 

(9) A patent shall, notwithstanding anything contained therein or In 
■Jhis Act, cease if the patentee fails to pay the prescribed fees within the 
prescribed times: 

Provided that the period prescribed for the payment of any fees shall 
he extended to such period not being more than three months longer than 
the prescribed period as may bo specified in a request m,ade to the Con- 
troller, il the request is made and the prescribed fees and the prescribed 
.additional foes are paid. 

30. Extension of term of patent. — (J) A patentee may make an appU- 
■oation to the Controller that his patent may be extended for a further 
^erm. 


(9) Every application made under ajih-opr-tion (2 ) — 

(a) shall be filed at the Patent Office at leasC six months before 
the time bruited for expiration of the patent; 
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(6) sball be accompanied by the prescribed fee, and 

(c) shall be advertised by the patentee within the prescribed time 
and in the prescribed manner. 

(3) Any interested person may within such time as may be prescribed 
«nd on payment of the prescribed fee, give notice in the prescribed manner 
4o the Controller of opposition to the application. 

(4) The patentee and any person who has given notice of opposition 
under sub-section (3) shall be made parties to the proceedings before the 
Controller. 

i6) The Controller having regard to — 

(a) the nature and merits of the invention in relation to the 
■public ; 

(b) the profits made on the patent; and 

( 0 ) such other circumstances as may be relevant; 
and after hearing the parties may grant or refuse the application. 

(6) If upon application made by a patentee in accordance with this sec- 
tion the Controller is satisfied that the patentee has not been adequately 
remunerated by the patent, the Controller may by order extend the term 
the patent, subject to such restrictions, conditions and provisions, if any, 
•as may be specified in the 'order, for such period not exceeding five years, 
or in an exceptional case, ten years as may be so spcoificcl; and any such 
order rnay be made noLwithstanding that the term of the patent has pre- 
viously expired. 

31. Patents of addition. — (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, 
where an application is made for a patent in respect of any improvement 
•or modifloatibn of an invention (in this Act referred to as the ‘main inven- 
tion') and the applicant also applies or has applied for a patent for that 
invention or is the patentee in respect thereof, the Controller may, if the 
Applicant *0 requests, grant a patent for the improvement or modification 
■as a patent of addition. 

{i3') Subject to the provisions of this section, where an invention being 
•an improvement in or modification of another invention is the subject of en 
independent patent and the patentee in respect of that patent is also the 
■patentee in respect of the patent for the main invention, the Controller 
may, if the patentee so requests by order revoke the patent for the improve- 
ment or modification and grant to the patentee a patent of addition in 
xespect thereof, bearing the same date as the date of the patent so revoked. 

(3) A patent shall not be granted as a patent of addition unless the date 
of filing of the complete specification was the same as or later than the 
date oE filing of the complete specification in respect of the main inven- 
.jtion. 

(4) A patent of addition shall not be sealed before the sealing of the 
■patent for the main invention; and if the period within which, but for the, 
provisions of this sub-section, a request for the sealing of a patent could 
‘be made under section 24 expires before the period within which a requeet 
ior the sealing of the patent for the main invention may be so made, the 
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request for the sealing of the patent of addition may be made at any time- 
within the last mentioned period, 

(5) A patent of addition shall be gi-antod for a term equal to that of' 
jUie patent for the main invention, or so much thereof as has not expired, 
and shall remain in force during that term or until the previous cesser of 
She patent for the main invention and no longer : 

Provided that — 

(a) if the term of the patent for the main invention is extended; 
under section 30. the term of the patent of addition may also be ex-i 
tended accordingly ; 

S if the patent for the main invention is revoked under this Aot, 
urt or the Controller, as 'the case may be, may order that 
the patent of addition shall become an independent patent for- 
the remainder of the term of the patent for the main invention and 
thereupon the patent shall continue in force as an indpendent patent- 
accordingly. 

(6) No renewal fees shall be payable in respect of a patent of addition, 
but, if any such patent becomes an independent patent under snb-sectiom 
(£), the same fees shall thereafter be payable upon the same dates as if the 
patent had been originally granted as an independent patent. 

(?') The grant of a patent of addition shall not be refused, and a patent 
granted as a patent of addition shall not be revoked or invalidated, on the- 
ground only that the invention claimed in the complete specification does- 
not involve any mventive step having regard to any publication or use of — 

(a) the main invention described in the complete specification relat- 
ing thereto; or 

(b) any improvement in or modification of the main invention 
described in the complete specification of a patent of addition to th« 
patent for the main invention or of an application for such a patent 
of addition ; 

and the validity of a patent of addition shall not be questioned on the 
ground that the invention ought to have been the subject of an indepen^ 
dent patent. 

CHAPTER V 

Restoiution of lapsed patents and pa'pbnt applications 

82. Restoration of lapsed patents, — {!) Where a patent has ceased’; 
lo have effect by reason of failure to pay any prescribed fee within the pres- 
cribed period or within that period as extended under section 80, and the 
Controllor is satisfied upon application made within the prescribed period 
from the date on which the patent has ceased to have efiect that the failure 
was unintentional and that no undue delay has occurred in the making or 
prosecution of the application, he shall, by order, restore the patent and 
any patent of addition specified in the application which has ceased to hava- 
effect on the cesser of that patent. 

(;0) An application under this section may be made by the person who waa-' 
the patentee or by his legal representative; and where the patent was held 
by two or more persons jointly, the application may, with the leave of tha 
Controller, be m^e by one or more of them without joining tha others. 
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( 3 ) An application under thia section shall contain a statement (to be 
verified in such manner as may be prescribed) fully setting out the ciroum- 
etemces which led to the failure to pay the prescribed fee; and the Con- 
troller may require from the applicant such finther evidence as he may 
tbink neoessary. 

(4) If after hearing the applicant (where the applicant so requires or the 
Controller thinks fit) the Controller is satisfied that a prima facie case has 
been made out for an order under thin section, he shall advertise the appli- 
cation in the prescribed manner; and within the prescribed period any per- 
son may give notice to the Controller of opposition thereto on either or both 
of the following grounds, that is to say: — 

(a) that the failure to pay the prescribed fee w^s not unintentional; 
or 


(b) that there has been undue delay in the making of the appli- 
cation. 

(6) If notice of opposition is given within the period aforesaid, the Con- 
troller shall notify the applicant and shall give to him and to the opponent 
an opportunity to be heard before he decides the case. 

(6) If no notice of opposition is given within the period aforesaid or if 
in the case of opposition the decision of the Controller is in favoxir of the 
applicant, the Controller shall upon payment of any unpaid prescribed fee 
and such additional fee as may be prescribed, make an order in accordance 
with the application. 

(y) An order imder this section for the restoration of the patent — 

(a) may be made subject to such conditions as the Controller thinks 
fit including in particular a condition requiring the registration in the 
Register of Patents of any matter in respqot of which the provisions of 
this Act as to the entries in that Eegister have not been complied 
with ; and 

(b) shall contain such provisions as may be prescribed for the pro- 
tection of persons who may have begun to avail themselves of the 
patented invention between the date when the patent ceased to have 
effect and the date of the advertisement of the application under this 
section ;■ 

and if any condition of an order under this section is not complied with 
by the patentee, the Controller may, after giving to the patentee or his 
legal representative an opportunity to be heard, revoke the order and give 
such directions consequential on the revocation as he thinks fit. 

SS. Bestoiatloii of lapsed applications for patenta.— .(I) Where a patent 
has not be^n sealed by reason only that the prescribed request was not 
made within the time allowed for that purpose by or under sub-seotion (2) 
of section 24, then, if the Controller is satisfied upon application made with- 
in the prescribed period after the expiration of that time by the applicant ^ 
for the patent that the failure to make the req^iest was unintentional, he 
may order the patent to be sealed notwithstanding that tte prescribed re- 
quest was not made as aforesaid. 
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( 18 ) An application under this section shali contain a statement (to be 
verified in such manner as may be prescribed) fully setting out the oiroum- 
stances which led to the failure to make the prescribed request and the 
Controller may require from the applicant such further evidence as he 
thinks necessary. 

(3) If after hearing the applicant (where the applicant so requires or the 
Controller thinks fit) the Controller is satisfied that a prima facie case has 
been made out for an order under this section, he shall advertise the appli- 
cation in the prescribed manner; and within the prescribed period any 
person may give notice to the ControUer of opposition thereto on the 
ground that the failure to make the prescribed request was not uninten- 
tional. 

(4) If notice of opposition is given within the period aforesaid the Con- 
troller shall notify the applicant and shall give to him and to the opponent 
an opportunity to be heard before he decides the case. 

(5) If no notice of opposition is given within the period aforesaid or in 
the case of opposition the decision of the Controller is in favour of the appli- 
cant, the Controller shall upon payment of the prescribed fee in respect of 
the making of the request for sealing and of such additional fee as may be 
prescribed, make an order in accordance with the application. 

( 6 ) An order under this section shall contain such provisions as may be 
prescribed for the protection of persons who may have begun to avail them- 
selves of the invention between the date when the time allowed by or under 
sub-section {2) of section 24 for the making of the prescribed request ex- 
pired and the date of the advertisement of the application under this 
section. 


CHAPTER VI 

Amendment of application ob speoifioation 

34, Amendment of application or spoclflcation by Controller. — (1) An 

applicant or a patentee may at any time, by request in Writing lodged at 
the Patent Office and accompanied by the prescribed fee, seek leave to 
amend his apphcation, or specification, including drawings, if any, by 
way of disclaimer, correction or explanation, stating the nature of, and the 
reasons for, the proposed amendment. 

(2) If the application for a patent has not been accepted, the Controller 
shall determine whether and subject to what conditions (if any) the 
amendment shall be allowed. 

(3) In any othei case the request and the nature of the proposed 
amendment shall be advertised in the proscribed manner and at any 
time within three months from its first advertisement any person may 
give notice at the Patent Office of opposition to the amendment. 

(4) Where such a notice is given, the Controller shall give notice of the 
opposition to the person making the request, and shall hoar and decide 
the case). 

(6) Where no notice of opposition is given, or the person so giving notice 
of opposition does not appear, the Controller shall determine whether and 
subject to what conditions, if any, the amendment may be allowed. 

( 6 ) No amendment shall be allowed that would make the application 
or specification, as amended, claim an invention substantially larger than, 
or substantially different from, the invention claimed by the application 
or specification as it stood before amendment. 
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(7) Leave to amend shall be conclusive as to the right of the party 
allowed to make the amendment, except in case of fraud; and the amend- 
ment shall be advertised in the prescribed manner, and shall in all court# 
and for all purposes be deemed to form part of the application or specifi- 
cation. 

(5) No application or specification shall be amended under this section 
■when and so long as any suit for infringement or a proceeding for the revo- 
cation of the patent is ponding before a court. 

36. Amendment of specification by the court. — In any suit for infringe- 
ment of a patent or proceeding before a court for the revocation of a 
patent, the court may by order allo-w the patentee to amend his specifi- 
cation by way of disclaimer, correction or explanation in such manner, 
and Bubjeeb to such terms as to costa, advertisement or otherwise, as the 
court may think fit : 

Provided that no amendment- shall be so allowed as to make the speoi- 
fication as amended, claim an invention substantially larger than, or sub- 
stantially difierent from, the invention claimed by thg specification as it 
stood before the amendment: 

Provided further that notice of the applioation shall be given to the 
Controller, and the Controller shall have the right to appear and be heard. 

CHAPTER VII , 

Surrender and revocation op patents 

36. Surrender of patent. — (1) A patentee may, at any time by giving 
notice in the prescribed manner to the Controller, oSer to surrender his 
patent. 

(jS) Where shch an offer is made, the Controller shall advertise the 
offer in the prescribed manner; and within the prescribed period after 
such advertisement any person interested may give notice to the Con- 
troller of opposition to the surrender. 

(3) Where any such notice of apposition is duly given, the Controller 
shall notify the patentee. 

(4) If the Controller is satisfied after hearing the patentee and any 
opponent, if desirous of being heard, that the patent may properly be 
surrendered, he may accept tM offer and by order revoke the patent. 

87, Revocation of Patents. — (I) Revocation of a patent in whole or in 
part may be obtained on a petition to a High Court or the Controller or on 
a oounter-claim in a suit for infringement before a High Court, on aU or 
any of the grounds specified in clause (a)- of sub-section (8). 

(5) A petition for the revocation of ft patent may be presented — 

(a) at any time after the sealing of the patent to a High Court on 
any of the following grounds; — 

(i) that the invention, so far as claimed in apy olaim of the 
complete specification, was claipied in a valid olaim of earlier priori- 
ty date contained in the compete specification of another patent 
granted in India ^ 
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(u) that the patent was granted on the applieation of a per- 
son not entitled under the provisions of this Act to apply therefor; 

(iii) that the patent was obtained in contravention of the 
rights of the petitioner or any person under or through whom 
he claims; 

(iv) that the subject-matter of the complete speoifioation is 
not an 'invention' within the meaning of clause (h) of section 2 ; 

(v) that the invention is not patentable under seotion 8; 

(vt) that the complete specification does not sufficiently and 
fairly describe the invention and the method by which it is to 
be performed or does not disclose the best method of performing 
it whioli was known to the applicant for a patent and for which 
he was entitled to claim protection; 

(vii) that the scope of any claim of the complete speoifioation 
is not sufficiently and clearly defined or that any claim of the 
complete speoifioation is not fairly based on the matter disclosed 
in the speoifioation : 

(attt) that the patent was obtaiued on a false suggestion or 
representation ; 

(ix) that the primary or intended use or exercise of the inven- 
tion is contrary to law ; 

(«) that the patentee has contravened, or has not complied 
with, the conditions, if any, contained in the patent; 

(ari) that prior to the date of the patent, the patentee or other 
person (not being the Government or any person authorised In that 
behalf by the Government) secretly worked the invention on a 
aommercial scale (and not merely by way of reasonable trial or 
experiment) in India and thereby made direct or indirect profits 
in excess of such amount as the court or the Controller may iu 
consideration of all the circumstances of the case deem reasonable ; 

(6) within one year from the date of sealing of the patent to the 

Controller on any of the grounds specified in clause (a). 

(3) A notice of any petition for revocation of a patent under this seotion 
shall be served on all persons appearing from the register to be proprietors 
of that patent or to have shares or interests therein and it shall not be neces- 
sary to serve a notice on any other person. 

(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (£), a patent may 
be revoked on the petition of the Government if a High Court or the Con- 
troller, as the case may be, is satisfied that the patentee has without rea- 
sonable cause failed to comply with the request of the Government to moke, 
use or exercise the patented invention for the pufposes of the Union or of 
the State, as the case may be, upon reasonable terms: 
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Provided that when a suit for infringement or a proceeding for the revo- 
oation of a patent ia pending in any court, a petition to the Controller under 
thk aeotion ahall not be made except with the leave of the Court: 

Provided further that this aeotion shall have eSect in relation to the 
ground of revocation apeoifled in sub-clause (it) of olaueo (a) of sub-seotlon 
(S) subject to the provisions of aeotion 81. 

88. Prooeduie lor petition of revocation to High Oourt. — (I) A petition 
for revocation of a patent to a High Court may be presented — r 

(a) by the Attorney General for India or by the Advocate General 

of a State or any person authorised by either of them; or 

(b) by any person alleging — 

(i) that the patent was obtained in fraud of his rights, or of 
the rights of any person under or through whom he olaims ; or 

(it) that he, or any person imder or through whom he olaims, 
was the true and first inventor of any invention included in tiio 
claim of the patentee; or 

(>u) that he, or any person under or through whom he olaims 
an interest in any trade, business or manufacture, had publicly 
manufactured, used or sold, within India before the date of the 
patent, anything claimed by the patentee as his invention. 

(,8) The High Court may, notwithstanding anything contained in the 
C<5de of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908), require any person, other 
than the Attorney General, the Advocate General or any person authorised 
by either of them, applying for the revocation of a patent to give security 
for the payment of all costs incurred or likely to be incurred by any person 
appeayng to oppose the petition, 

(3) The High Court may, if it thinks fit, direct an issue for the trial 
before Itself or any district court subordinate to it, of any question arising 
upon a petition to itself under section 87, and the issue shall be tried 
accordingly. 

(4) If the issue is directed to such district oourt, the finding of that 
oourt shall not be subject to appeal, but the evidence taken upon the 
trial shall be recorded and a copy thereof, certified by the Judge of the 
oourt, shall be transmitted, together with any remarks which he may think 
fit to make thereupon, to the High Comd; directing the issue, and the High 
Court may thereupon act upon the finding of the distriot oourt or dispose 
of the petition upon the evidence recorded, or direct a new trial, as the 
justice of the ease may require. 

39. Procedure for petition of revocation to OO'ntroUer, — (j) Where a 
petition is made to the Controller under section 87, the Controller shall 
give to all persons to whom a notice is issued under sub-section (3) of that 
section and the petitioner an opportunity to be heard before deoiding the 
case, 

(5) If on a petition under section 87, the Controller U satisfied that 
any of the grounds specified in clause (a) of sub-seotion (9) of that section 
are established, he may by order direct that the patent shall be revoked either 
unconditionally or unless within such time as may be specified in the wder 
the complete specification is amended to his satisfaction. 
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CHAPTBB VIII 

COMPULflOBV LiCHNOBS 

40. Appljcfttion for lioenoe. — {!) At any time after the expiration of 
three years from the date of the sealing of a patent, any person interested 
may apply to the Controller upon any one or more of the grounds specified 
in Bub-seotion (S) for a licence under the patent. 

(j8) The grounds upon which an apphoation under sub-section (1) may 
be made ore as follows, that is to say, — 

(a) that the patented invention being capable of being commer- 
cially worked in India, has not been commercially worked therein or 
is not being so worked to the fullest extent that is reasonably practic- 
able; 

(b) that a demand for the patented article in India is not being 
met to an adequate extent or on reasonable terms, or is being met 
to a substantial extent by importation of the patented article from 
othqr countries; 

(c) that the commercial working of the invention in India is being 
prevented or hindered by the importation of the patented article from 
other countries; 

(d) that by reason of the refusal of the patentee to grant a lioehce 
or licences on reasonable terms — 

(t) a market for the export of the patented article manu- 
factured in India is not being supplied; or 

(ii) the working or efficient working in India of any other 
patented invention which makes a substantial contribution to the 
establishment or development of commercial or industrial activities 
in India is unfairly prejudiced; 

(e) that by reason of conditions imposed by the patentee upon 
the grant of licences under the patent, or upon the p\irohaBe, hire or 
use of the patented article or process, the manufacture, use or sale 
of materials not protected by the patent or the establishment or 
development of commercial or industrial activities in India is unfairly 
prejudiced. 

(3) An application under this section may be made by any person 
notwithstanding that he is already the holder of a licence under the 
patent; and no parson shall be estopped from alleging any of the matters 
specified fn sub-section (3) by reason of any admission mode by him, 
whether in such a licence or otherwise, or by reason of his having accepted 
such a lioenoe. 

(4) In this section the expression ‘patented article’ inoludes any article 
made by a patented process. 

41. Belief in respect of an application under section 40. — (l) Where an 
application is made under seotion 40, the Controller may make an order 
granting any of the following reliefs, that is to say, the Controller may — 
(a) gi’ant a lioenoe to the applicant upon such terms as the 
Controller thinks fit; and may also, where the oiroumstanoes so require, 
direct that all other existing lioenoes in respect of the patent shall 
either bo amended or revoked, or that the patentee shall forfeit any 
right which he may have as a patentee, to make, use, exercise or vend 
the invention or to grant licences under the patent; 
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(b) revoke any existing licence held by the applicant and grant a 
new licence Upon such terms as the Controller thinks fit, or amend 
any licence held by the applicant in such manner as the Controller 
may think fit; 

(c) grant a licence under the patent tO such customers of the 
applicant and on such terms as the Controller thinks fit, If the 
Controller is satisfied that the manufacture, use or sale of materials 
not protected by the patent is unfairly prejudiced by reason of condi- 
tions imposed by the patentee upon the grant of licences under the 
patent or upon the purchase, hire or use of the patented article or 
process : 

Provided that where the application is made on the ground that the 
patented invention is not being commercially worked in India or is not 
being worked to the fullest extent that is reasonably practicable and it 
appears to the Controller that the time which has elapsed since the granting 
of the patent has for any reason been insufficient to enable it to be so 
worked, he may, by order, adjourn the application for such period as 
will, in his opinion, give sufficient time for the invention to be so worked. 

(2) Except in cases where the terms of a licence have been Settle'S by 
mutual agreement and such terms otherwise provide, any person to whom 
a lice'noe has been granted under sub-section (I) shall be entitled to call 
upon the patentee to take proceedings to prevent any infringement of the 
patent and if the patentee refuses or neglects to do so within two months 
after being so called upon, the licensee may institute proceedings for the 
infringement in his own name as though he were the patentee, making the 
patentee a defendant but a patentee so added as defendant shall not be 
liable for any coats unless be enters an appearance and takes part in the 
proceedings. 

42. EndoraemeDt of patent on application by Oovernment.— (1) At any 

time after the expiration of three years from the date of the agallng of a 
patent, the Central Government may apply to the Controller upon any 
-one or more of the grounds specified in sub-section (2) of section 40 for the 
■endorsement of the patent with the words 'Licences of Bight’. 

(2) An application under this section may also be made on the ground 
that by the refusal of the patentee to grant a licence or licences on reason- 
able terms the establishment or development of commercial or industrial 
activities in India is unfairly prejudiced or the development of an industry, 
the control of which by the Union is declared by Parliament by law to be 
■expedient in the public interest, is being prevented or hindered. 

(3) Where a pafcrd of addition Us in force, any application under sub- 
aection (I) either for the endorsement of the original patent or the patent 
of addition shall be deemed to he an application for the endorsement of 
both the patents and where any such application is granted or refused, it 
-shall be deemed to navp oeeji granted or refused in respect of both the 
patents. 

(4) All endorsements of patents made under this section shall he entered 
in the Register of Patents maintained under section 67. 

(5) For the removal of doubts it is hereby declared that nothing in 
this section shall afiect the right of the Central Government or any State 
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Governmenli to mEJre an applioation for the grant of a Hoenoe in respect 
of any industrial undertaking or trading activity owned" or carried on by 
such Government. 

48. ProvlBlon as to patents endorsed 'Licences of Bight’. — (1) Where 
the Controller has made an endorsement upon a patent ‘Licences of 
Right ' — 

(a.) any person shall at any time after snoh endorsement be 
entitled as of right to 4 licence under the patent upon such terms as 
In default of agreement may be settled by the Controller on the appli- 
cation either of the patentee or of the person applying for a licence; 

(b) the Controller may, on the applioation of a person holding a 
licence granted under the patent before the endorsement, order the 
licence to be revoked and grant a new licence by virtue of the endorse- 
ment upon terms to be settled in the aforesaid manner ; 

( 0 ) if in proceedings for the infringement of the patent (other- 
wise than by importation of the patented article from other countries) 
the infringing defendant is ready and willing to take a licence upon 
^erms to be settled by the Controller, no injunction against him shall 
be awarded, and the amount recoverable against him by way of 
damages, if any, shall not exceed double the amount which would have 
been recoverable against him as licensee if the licence had been dated 
prior to the earliest infringement; 

(d) the renewal fees payable in respect of a patent so endorsed 
shall, as from the date of the endorsement, be one moiety only of the ■ 
fees which would otherwise have been payable. 

(S) The provisions of sub-sectfon (5) of section 41 shall^ apply to any 
licence granted under sub-section (1) as they apply to a licence granted 
under the said section. 

44 . E^rclae of powers on application under section 40 or section 42. — (1) 

The powers of the Controller upon an application under section 40 or 
section 42 shall be exercised with a view to securing the following general 
purposes, that is to say, — ■ 

(a) that inventions which can be worked on a commercial scale in 
India and which should in the public interest be so worked shall be 
worked therein without undue delay and to the fullest extent that ia 
reasonably practicable; 

(b) that the inventor or other person beneficially entitled to a 

patent shall receive reasonable remuneration having regard to the 
nature orf the invention; • 

( 0 ) that the interests of any person for the time being working 
or developing an invention in India under the protection of a patent 
shall not be unfairly prejudiced. 

(8) Subject to the provisions of sub-seotion (I), the Controller shall in 
determining whether to make an order in pursuance of any such appli- 
oation or not, take account of the following matters, that is to say, — t 

(a) the nature of the invention, the time which has elapsed since 
the sealing of the patent and the measures already taken by the 
patentee or any licensee to make full use of the invention; 
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(b) the ability of any person to whom a licence is to be granted 
under the order to work the invention to the public advantage; and 

(o) the risks to be undertaken by that person in providing capital 
and working the invention if the application is granted; 

but shall not take account of matters subsequent to the making of the 
applioation. 

46. Inventions relating to food, medicines^ inaeotloldefl, etc, — (f) Without 

prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this Act, where a patent is in force 
in respect of — 

(a) a substance capable of being used as food, medicine, insecticide, 
germicide or fungicide or in the production of food, medicine, insecti- 
cide, germicide or fungicide, or 

(b) a process for producing such a substance as aforesaid, or 

(c) any invention capable of being used as or as part of a aurgioal 
or curative device, 

the Controller shall, on applioation made to him by any person interested, 
order the grant to the applicant of a licence under the patent on such 
terms as he thinks fit, unless it appears to him that there are good reasons 
for refusing the applioation, 

(9) In settling the terms of licences under this section, the Controller 
shall endeavour to secure that food, mediciues, insecticide, germicide or 
fungicide and surgical and curative devices shall be available to the public 
at the lowest .prices consistent with the patentees' deriving a reasonable 
advantage from their patent rights. 

(3) A licence granted under this section shall entitle the licensee to moke, 
use, exercise and vend the invention as food, medicine, insecticide, germi- 
cide or fungicide or for the purposes of the production of food, medicine, 
insecticide, germicide, or fungicide or as or as part of surgical or curative 
device, but for no other purposes. 

(4) Whore a patent other than a patent referred to in sub-section (f) is 
in force in respect of a substance or process for producing a substance and 
the Central Government is satisfied that it is expedient or necessary in the 
public interest that a licence under such a patent should be granted, the 
Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, direct that 
the provisions of sub-section (2), sub-section (g) and sub-section (3) respect- 
ing the grant of licences shall apply to Such a patent, and on the issue of 
such a notification, the said provisions shall apply to the patent as they 
apply to a patent referred to in sub-section (1), 

46. Procedure on application under section 40 or section 42 or section 
48.— (2) Every application under section 40 or section 42 or section 46 shall 
specify the nature of the order sought by the applicant and shall contain 
a statement setting out the nature of the applicant’s interest, if any, and 
the facts upon which the application is based. 

{2) Where the Controller is satisfied, upon consideration of any such 
applioation, that a prima facie oEvse has been made out for the making of 
an order, he shall direct the applicant to serve copies of the application 
upon the patentee and any other persons appearing from the Begister of 
Patents to he interested in the patent in respect of which the application 
Is made and shall advertise the application. 
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(3) The patentee or any other person desiring to oppose the application 
may, within such time as may be prescribed or within such further time 
as the Controller may, on application made either before or after the 
expiration of the prescribed time allow, give to the Controller notice of 
opposition, 

(4) Any such notice of opposition shall contain a statement setting out 
the grounds on which the application is opposed. 

(d) Where any such notic^ of opposition is duly given, the Contrt^ller 
■shall notify the applicant and shall give to the applicant and the opponent 
an opportunity to be beard before deciding the case. 

47. Supplementaty provtsions with respect to orders under this Chapter. — 

(I) Any order made by the Controller under this. Chapter for the grant of 
a licence shall, without prejudice to any other mode of enforcement have 
effect as if it were a deed, executed by the patentee and all other neces- 
sary parties, granting a Hcence in accordance with the order. 

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, no order shall be 
made in pursuance of an application under section 40 or section 42 which 
would be at variance with any treaty, convention, arrangement or engage- 
ment applying to India and any other country. 

CHAPTER IX 

Autioipations 

48. Previous use and publication. — (1) An invention claimed in a com- 
plete specification shall not be deemed to have been anticipated by reason 
only of the public use or knowledge of the invention if such knowledge has 
been obtained surreptitiously or in fraud of the true and first inventor 
nr his legal representative or assignee or has been communicated to the 
public in fraud of. such inventor or his legal representative or assignee 
or in breach of confidence; 

Provided that such inventor or his legal representative or assignee has 
not acquiesced in the public use of his invention and that he applies for 
a patent within six months after the commencement of such use. 

(8) An invention claimed in a complete specification shall not be 
■deemed to have been anticipated — 

(a) by the secret use of the invention except where such secret 

use has been on a commercial scale by, or on behalf of, the applicant 

for the patent or any person deriving title from him, or 

(b) by reason only that the invention was published in India — 

(t) in a specification filed in pursuance of an application for 
a patent made in India and dated more than fifty years before 
the date of filing of the complete specification; or 

(u) in a specification describing the invention for the purposes 
of an application for protection in any country outside India 
made more than fifty years before the date of filing of the com- 
plete specification; or 

(tit) in any abridgement of, or extract from, any such speci- 
fication published under the authority of the Controller or of the 
Government of any country outside India. 
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(3) Notwithstanding anything in this Act, the Controller shall not refuse 
to accept the complete specification or to grant a patent, and the patent 
shall not be revoked or invalidated, by reason only of any ciroumstanoeB 
which by virtue of this section do not constitute an anticipation for the in- 
vention claimed in the specification. 

49. Previous communication, display or working. — (2) An invention 
claimed in a complete specification shall not be deemed to have been 
anticipated by reason omly of the communicg.tion of the invention to the 
Government or to any person authorised by the Government to investi- 
gate the invention or its merits or of anything done, in consequence of 
such a communicaticm for the purpose of the investigation. 

(S) An invention claimed in a complete specification shall not be deem- 
ed to have been anticipated by reason only of- — 

(a) the display of the invention with the consent of the true and 
first inventor at an industrial or other exhibition to which the provi- 
sions of this section have been extended by the Central Government 
by notification in the Official Gazette, or the use thereof with his 
consent for the purposes of such an exhibition in the plafte where it 
is held; or 

(b) the publication of any description of the invention in conse- 

quence of the display or use of the invention at any such exhibition 
aa aforesaid; or ’ 

(o) the use of the invention, after it has been displayed or used 
at any such exhibition as aforesaid and during the period of exhibition, 
by any person without the consent of the true and first inventor; or 

fd) the description of the invention in a paper read by the true , 
and first inventor before a learned society or published with his con- 
sent in the transactions of such a society; 

if the application for the patent is made by the true and first inventor or 
a person deriving title from him not later than six months after the open- 
ing of the exhibition or the reading or pubheation of the paper, as the 
case may be. 

(3) An invention claim'ed in a complete _ specification shall not be 
deemed to have been anticipated by reason only that at any time within 
one year before the priority date of the relevant claim of the specification, 
the invention was publicly worked in India — 

(a) by the patentee or applicant for the patent or any person from 
whom ho derives title; or 

(h) by any other person with the consent of the patentee or 
applicant for the patent or any person from whom he derives title; 

if the working was ^ected for the purpose of reasonable trial only and if 
it was reasonably necessary, having regard to the nature of the invention, 
that the working for that purpose should be effected in public. 

(4) Notwithstanding anything in this Act, the Controller shall not 
refuse to accept an application for a patent or to grant a patent, and a 
patent shall not he revoked or invalidated by reason only of the circum- 
stances which, by virtue of this section, do not constitute an anticipation 
of tdie invention claimed in the specification. 
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CHAPTER X 
Joint Patbntehs 

60. Oo-ownefohlp oJ patdnta. — (I) Where after the commencement of 
this Act a patent is granted to two or more persons, each of those persons 
shall, unless an agreement to the contrary is in force, be entitled to an 
equal undivided share in the patent. 

(:?) Subject to the provisions of this section and section 61, where two 
or more persons are registered as grantee or proprietor of a patent, then, 
unless an agreement to the contrary is in farce, each of those persons 
shall be entitled, by himself or his agents, to make, use, exercise and 
vend the patented invention for his own benefit without accounting to the 
other person or persona. 

(!)) Subject to the provisions of this section and section 61, and to any 
agreement for the time being in force, a licence imder a patent shall not 
be granted, and a share in a patent shall not be assigned, except with 
the consent of aU persons, other than the licensor or assignor, who are 
registered as grantee or proprietor of the patent. 

(^) Where an article is sold by one of two or more persons registered aa 
grantee or proprietor of a patent, the purchaser and any person claiming 
through him shah be entitled to deal with the article in the same manner 
as if the article had been sold by a sole patentee. 

(6) Subject to the provisions of this section, the rules of law applicable 
to the ownership and devolution of movable property generally, shall 
apply in relation to patents as they apply in relation to other ohoses in 
action; and nothing in sub-section (1) or sub-section (S) shall affect the 
mutual rights or obligations of trustees or of the legal representatives of 
. a deceased person, or their rights or obligations as such. 

61. Power of Controller to give directions. — (1) Where two or more 
persons are registered as grantee or proprietor of a patent, the Controller 
may, upon application made to him in the prescribed manner by any of 
those persons, give such directions in accordance with the application with 
respect to the sale or lease of the patent or any interest therein, the grant 
of licences under the patent, or the exercise of any right under section 60 
in relation thereto, as he thinks fit. 

(.0) If any person registered aa grantee or proprietor of a patent fails 
to execute any instrument or to do any other thing required for the 
carrying out of any direction given under this section within fourteen days 
after being requested in writing so to dO by any of the other persons so 
registered, the Controller may, upon application made to him in the 
prescribed manner by any such other person, give directions empowering 
any person to execute that instrument or to do that thing yn the name 
and on behalf of the person in default. 

(3) Before giving directions in pursuance of on application under this 
section, the Controller shall give on opportunity to be heard — 

(a) In the case of an appUoation under sub-section (1) to the other 

person or persons registered as grantee or proprietor of the patent; 

(b) in the case of an application under sub-section (B) to the per- 
son in default. 

(4) No directions shall be given under this section so as to affect the 
mutual rights or obligations of trustees or of the legal representatives of 
a deceased person, or their rights or obligafions as such. 
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CHAPTER XI 

USH OF patbntbd inventions by Govbbnmbn.t in certain oases 

B2> DefloltlonB. — :In tbis Chapter, ubIbss the context otherwise re- 
quires, — ' 

(а) ‘purposes of the Government’ means purposes of the Union or 
of a State, as the case may be; 

(б) ‘Government’ means — 

(t) in relation to the purposes of the Union, the Central Gov- 
ernment; and 

(it) in relation to the purposes of a State, the State Govern- 
ment. 

fiS. Use of Inventiona lor Govenuueiit puiposas. — (I) Notwithstanding 
anything in this Act, the Government and any persori authorised in writ- 
ing by it may make, use and exercise any patented invention for the pur- 
poses of the Government in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter. 

(2) If and so far as the invention has, before the priority date of rele- 
vant claim of the complete specification, been duly recorded by or tried 
by or on behalf of the Government otherwise than in consequence of the 
communication thereof directly or indirectly by the applicant or the 
patentee or any person from whom be derives title, any use of the in- 
vention by virtue of this section may be mode free of any royalty or other 
payment to thb patentee. 

(3) If and so far as the invention has not been so recorded or tried as 
aforesaid, any use of the invention made by virtue of this section at any 
time after the acceptance of the application in respect of the patent, or 
in consequence of any such communication as aforesaid, shall be made 
upon such terms as may be agreed upon, either before or after the use, 
between the Government and the applicant or the patentee, as the case 
may be, or as may in default of agreement be determined by the High 
Court on a reference under section 66. 

(4) The authority of the Government in respect of an invention may 
be given under this section either before or after the patent is granted and 
eithef before or after the acts in respect of which the authority is given 
are done, and may be given to any person whether or not he is authorised 
directly or indirectly by the applicant or the patentee to make, use, exer- 
cise or vend the invention. 

Where any use of an invention is made by or with the authority of 
the Government under this section, then unless it appears to the Govern- 
ment that it would be contrary to the public interest so to do, the Govern- 
ment shall notify the applicant or the patentee as soon as practicable after 
the use is begun and furnish him with such information as to the extent 
of the use as he may, from time to time, require. 

(d) The right to use on invention conferred upon the Government under 
this section, or any provision for which this section is substituted shah 
include the power to sell any article made in pursuance of such right 
which is no longer required for the purposes of the Government. 

(7) The purchaser of any articles sold in exercise of the powers con- 
ferred by this section and any person claiming through him shall have 
power to deal with them in the same manner as it the patent were held on 
behalf of the Government. 
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64. aightfl oI third parties in respect ol Government nae. — (I) In relation 
to any use of a patented invention or an invention in respect of which on 
application for a patent is pending, made for the purposes of the Govern- 
ment — 


(a) by the Government Or any person authorised by the Govern- 
ment under section 68, or 

(b) by the patentee or appHcant for the patent to the order made 
by the Government, 

the provisions of any licence, assignment or agreement made whether 
before or after the oomruencoment erf this Act, between the patentee or 
applicant for the patent, or any person who derives title from him or from 
whom he derives title, and any person other than the Government shall be 
of no eHeot so far as therse provisions restrict or regulate the use of the 
invention, or any model, document or information relating thereto, or 
provide for the making of payments in respect of any such use, oa' cal- 
culated by reference thereto j and the reproduction or publication of any 
model or document in connection with the said use shall not be deemed tc* 
be an infringement of any copyright subsisting in the model or document. 

(S) Where an exclusive licence granted otherwise than for royalties or 
other benefits determined by reference ta the use of the invemion is iu 
force under the patent, then — 

(а) in relation to any use of the invention which, but for the 
provisions of this section and section 58, would constitute an infringe- 
ment of the rights of the licensee, sub-section (5) of section 6S shall 
have effect as if for the reference to the patentee there were subs- 
tituted a reference to the licensee; and 

(б) in relation to any use of the invention by the licensee by 
virtue of an authority given under section 68, that section shall have 
effect as if the said sub-section (5) were omitted. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (S), where the patent, or 
the right to apply for or obtain the patent, has been assigned to the 
patentee in consideration of royalties or other benefits determined by 
reference to the use of the invention, then — 

(а) in relation to any use of the invention by virtue of section 
68, sub-section (3) of that section shall have effect as if the reference 
to the patentee included a reference to the assignor, and any sum pay- 
able by virtue of that sub-seotion shall he divided between the patentee 
and the assignor in such proportion as may be agreed upon between 
them or as may in default of agreement be determined by the High 
Court on a reference made under section 56; and 

(б) in relation to any use of the invention made for the purposes 
of the Government by the patentee to the order of the Government, 
sub-seotion (3) of section 63 shall have effect a6_ if that use were made 
by virtue of an authority given under that section. 

(4) Where, under sub-seotion (3) of section 68, payments are required 
to be made by the Government to a patentee in respect of any use of 
an invention, any person being the holder of an exclusive licence under 
patent [not being such a licence as is mentioned in sub-seotion (5) ol this 
■ectioni authorising him to make that use of the invention, shall be entitled 
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to recover from the patentee such part (if any) of those payments as ma 7 
be agreed upon between that person and the patentee or the applicant, 
or as may in default of agreement be determined by the 'High Court under 
section 66 to be just having regard to any expenditure incurred by that 
person — 

(a) in developing the said invention; or 

(b) in making payments to the patentee, other than royalties or 
other payments determined by reference to the use of the Invention, 
in consideration of the licence; 

and if, at any time before the amount of any such payment has been 
agreed upon between the Government and the patentee or the applicant, 
that person gives notice in writing of his interest to the Government, any 
agreement as to the amount of that payment shall be of no eSect unless 
it is made with his consent. 

66. Reference ol disputes as to Government use. — (1) Any dispute as 
to the exercise by the Government or a person authorised by it of the- 
powers conferred by section 68, or as to terms for the use of an invention 
for the purposes of the Government thereunder, or as to the right of any 
person to receive any part of a payment made in pursuance of sub-section 
(3) of that section, may be referred to a High Court by either party to 
the dispute in such manner as may be prescribed by the rules of the High 
Court : 

Provided that, if the inventor or the patentee is a Government servant, 
or the subjeot-mattar of the invention is certified by the Government to 
be connected with work done in the course of the normal duties of a Gov- 
ernment servant, any such dispute shall be settled by the Governmens 
after hearing the applicant or the patentee and any other person having 
an interest in the invention or patent. 

(3) In any proceedings under this section to which the Government la 
a party, the Government may — 

. _ (a) if the patentee is a party to the proceedings, apply for revo- 
cation of the patent upon any ground upon which a patent may be 
revoked under section 87; and 

(6) in any case, put in issue the validity of the patent without, 
applying for its revocation. 

(3) If in such proceedings as aforesaid any question arises whether an 
invention has been recorded or tried as is mentioned in section 63, and the 
disclosure of any document recording the invention, or of any evidence 
of the trial thereof, would in the opinion of the Government be prejudicial 
to the public interest, the disclosure may be mode confidentially to counsel 
of the other party or to an independent expert mutually agreed upon. 

(4) In determining under this section any dispute between the Gov- 
ernment and any person as to terms for the use of an invention for the 
purposes of the Government, the High Court shall have regard to any 
benefit or compensation which that person or any person from whom he 
derives title may have received, or may be entitled to receive, directly 
or indirectly from the Government in respect of the invention in question. 

(£) In any proceedings under this section, the High Court may at any 
time order the whole proceedings or any question or issue of fact arifdng 
therein to be referred to an official referee. Commissioner or an arbitrator 
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on suoh terms as the High Court may direct; and references to the High 
Court in the foregoing provisions of this section shall be construed acoord- 

mgiy- 

66. Saving.— Nothing in this Chapter shall affect the power of the 
Government or of any person deriving title directly or indirectly from the 
Government to sell or use any articles forfeited under any law for the 
time being in force relating to oustomb or excise. 

CHAPTER XII 

DbojCiAbatoey Suits and Suits foe Ivfeinobmbnt of Patents 

67. Power of Oourt to make daolaratlon as to non-lnlrlngement. — (I) 

Notwithstanding anything contained in section 42 of the Specific Relief 
Act, 1877 (I of 1877), any person who has reasonable cause to doubt 
whether the use of a process or the making or using or selling of any 
article would constitute an infringement of a claim of a patent, may 
institute a declaratory suit in the district oourt having jurisdiction, if it is 
shown — 

(a) that the plaintiff has applied in writing to the patentee or 
exclusive licensee for a written acknowledgment to the efiect of the 
declaration claimed, and has fmnished him with full particulars in 
writing of the process or article in question; and 

(b) that the patentee or licensee has refused or neglected to give 
such an acknowledgment. 

(;8) The costs of all parties in a suit for a declaration brought by virtue 
of tuis section shall, umess for special reasons the district court thinks fit 
to order otherwise, be paid by the plaintiff. 

(5) The validity of a claim of the specification of a patent shall not be 
called in question in a suit for a declaration brought by virtue of this 
section, and accordingly the making or refusal of such a declaration in the 
case of a patent shall not be deemed to imply that the patent is valid. 

(4) A suit for a declaration may be brought by virtue of this section 
at any time after the date of advertisement of acceptance of the application 
for a patent and references in this section to the patentee shall be construed 
accordingly, 

68. Suit for hitrlngement of patents. — (1) A patentee may institute a 
suit in the district court having jurisdiction to try the suit against any 
person who, during the continuance of a patent acquired by him under 
this Act in respect of an invention, makes, sells or usee the invention with- 
out his licence, or counterfeits it, or imitates it. 

[3) The holder of an exclusive licence shall have the like right as the 
patentee to institute a suit in respect of any infringement of the patent 
committed after the date of the licence, and In awarding damages or grant- 
ing any other relief in any suoh suit the oourt shall take into consideration 
any loss suffered or likely to be suffered by the exclusive licensee as suoh 
or, as the case may be, the profits earned oy means of the infringement so 
far a I it constitutes an infringement of the rights of the eiohisivo licensee 
BB such. 
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(3) In any suit for infringement of patent by the holder of an exclusive 
licence under sub-section (2), the patentee shall, unless he has -joined as a 
plaintiff in the suit, be added as a defendant: 

Provided that a patentee so added as defendant shall not be liable for 
any costs unless he enters an appearance and takes part in the proceed- 
ing. 

(4) Every ground on -which a patent may bo revoked under section 37 
shall be available by way of defence to a suit for infringement of a patent 
instituted under this section, 

(5) A defend ant in a suit for infringement of a patent may apply for 
revocation of the patent by way of counter-claim in the suit; 

Provided that where such a counter-claim is made, the suit along with 
the oounter-clairn shall be iransferred to a High Court for decision. 

69. Restriction on recovery of damages for infringement. — (I) In a 
suit for the infringement of a patent damages shall not be awarded against 
the defendant who proves that at the date of infringement he was not aware, 
nor had reasonable means of making himself aware, of the existence of 
the patent, 

Explanation . — A person shall not be deemed to have been aware or to 
have had reasonable means of making himself aware as aforesaid by reason 
only of the application to an article of the word "patent”, "patented” or 
any word or words expressing or implying that a patent has been obtained 
for the article, unless the number of the patent accompanied the word or 
words in question, 

(2) In any proceeding for infringement of a patent the court may, if it 
thinks fit, refuse to award any damages in respect of any infringement com- 
mitted after a failure to pay any renewal foe within the prescribed period' 
and before any extension of that period. 

(5) Where an amendment of a specification hv way of disclaimer, cor- 
rection or explanation has been allowed under this Act after the publi- 
cation of the specification, no damages shall be awarded in any proceed- 
ing in respect of the use of the invention before the date of the decision 
allowing the amendment, unless the court is satisfied that the speoifi- 
cation as originally published was framed in good faith and with reason- 
able skill and linowlodge. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall affect the power of the court to grant 
an injunction in any proceedings for infringement of a patent. 

It • 

60. Order of inspection, etc., In suit. — In a. suit for infringement otf a 
patent, the court may, on the application of one party make such order 
lor an injunction or inspection of accounts, and impose such terms and give 
such directions respecting the same and the proceedings thereon, as the 
court may deem fit. 

61. Oeitiflcate of contested validity of specification.— (1) If iu any 
suit for infringement of a patent the validity of any claim of a specifica- 
tion is contested, and that claim is found by the court to be valid, the 
court may certify that the validity of that claim was contested in that 

suit. 
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(S) Where any such certificate )uis been granted, if in any subsequent 
euit before the court for infringement of the patent or for revocation of 
the patent, a final order or judgment is made or given in favour of the 
party relying on the validity of the patent, that party shall, unless the 
court otherwise directs, be entitled to all costs, charges and expenses of, 
and incidental to, the said suit properly incurred : 

Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to the costs of any appeal 
against a decree in any such suit. 

62. Belief for Infringement of partially valid 8peclflcatlon.--(I) If in 

proceedings for infringement of a patent it is found that any claim of the 
specification being a claim in respect of which infringement is alleged, is 
valid, but that any other claim is invalid, the court may grant relief in 
respect of any valid claim which is infringed; 

Provided that the court shall not grant relief by way. of damages or 
costs except in the circumstances mentioned in sub-sectioh (3). 

(2) Where the plaintiff proves that the invalid claim was framed in 
good faith and with reasonable skill and knowledge, the court shall grant 
relief in respect of any valid claim which is infringed subject to the discre- 
tion of the court as to costs and as to the date from which damages should 
be reckoned. 

(5) For the pui'posa of granting any relief under sub-section (I) or sub- 
geotion (2), the court may direct that the specification shall be amended 
to its satisfaction upon an application made for that purpose under section 
86, and such an application may be made accordingly whether or not 
all other issues in the proceeding bave been determined. 

Explanation . — In exercising the discretton as to oosts and as to the 
date from which the damages should be reckoned, the court may take into 
consideration the conduct of the parties in inserting such invalid claimi 
in the specification or permitting them to remain there. 

CHAPTER XIII 

Miscellaneous provisions relating to revocation and infringement cw 

patents 

83. Tranamlflslon of deoreoa and orders to the Oontrollor A courl 

making a decree in a suit for infringement of patent under section 68 or 
an order on a petition under section 87 shall send a copy of the decree or 
order, as the case may be, to the Controller, who shall cause an entry 
thereof and reference thereto to be made in the register of patents. 

64. Power of High Court to stay proceedings, etc A High Court to 

which a petition has been presented under section 37 may stay proceedings 
on, or dismiss the petition if in its opinion the petition would be disposed 
of more justly or conveniently by another High Court. 

66. Hearing with assessor. — (I) in a suit or proceeding for infringemeni 
or revocation of a patent, the court may, if it thinks fit, and shall on ths 
request of all the parties to the proceedings, call in the aid of an asseesar 
specially qualified, and try the case wholly or partially with his assistoncs. 

(S) A court exercising ajfpeUate jurisdiction, in respect of such suit or 
proceeding may, if it thinks fit, call in the aid of an assessor as aforesaid 
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(3) The remuneration, if any, to be paid to an asseESor under this section 
shall in every case bo determined by the court and bo paid by it as pari 
the expense of the execution of this Act. 

66, Remedy for groundless threats of infringement proceedings. — (2) 

"Vv’bere any pei'sou (wbotbor entitled to or interested in a patent or an 
application for a patent or not) by circulars, advortieements or otherwise 
threatens any other person with proceedings for infringement of a patent, 
any parson aggrieved thereby niay bring a suit against him in a district 
-court having jurisdiction to try the suit for any such relief as is mentioned 
in sub-section (3). 

(S) Unless in any aotion brought by virtue of this section the defendant 
proves that the acts in respect of which the proceedings were threatened 
constitute or, if done, would constitute, an infringement of a patent or 
of rights arising from the publication of a complete specification in respect 
of a claim of the specification not shown by the plaintiff to be invalid, tha 
jplaintifi shall be entitled to the following reliefs, that is to say: — 

(a) a declaration to the effect that the threats are unjustifiable; 

(b) an injunction against the continuance of the threats; and 

(c) such damages, if any, as the plaintiff hasi sustained thereby. 

(3) For the removal of doubts it is hereby declared that a mere noN- 
•fication of the existence of a patent does not constitute a threat of proceed- 
ings within the meaning of this section, 

(4) Nothing in this section shall apply if a suit for infringement of a 
patent is commenced and prosecuted with due diligence. 

CHAPTBB XIV 
Ebgister op patents, eto. 

67. RegUltsr ol patents.— (2) There shall be kept at the Patent Office 
sa register of patents wherein shall be entered — 

(a) the names and addresses of grantees of patents; 

(b) notifications of assignments and of transmissions of patent*, 
*of licences under patents, and of amendments, extensions, wad re- 
vocations of patents ; and 

( 0 ) particulars of such other matters affecting the validity or pro- 
rprietorship of patents as may be prescribed, 

X0) Copies of all deeds, agreements, licences and other documents afieot- 
luK the proprietorship in any patent or in any licence thereunder shall be 
supplied to the Controller in the prescribed manner for filing in the Pataai 
Ofiide. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act and any rules made thereunder, 
ihe register of patents shall, at all convenient times be open to inspection 
by public; and certified copies sealed with the seal of the Patent Office, 
-of any entry in the register shall be given to any person requiring them; 
on payment of the prescribed fee. 

(4) The register of patents shall be •prima facie evidence of any mattere 
irequired or authorised by or under this Act to be entered therein. 
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(5) No notice of any tiuBt, whether express, implied or coiiatructive 
shall be entered in the register of patents, and the Controller shall not ba- 
affected by any such notice. 

(fl) h'or the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that the rogister 
of patents existing at the commencement of this Act shall be incorporated 
in, and form part of, the register of patents under this Act. 

68. Entry of OBalgnments and transmlasiona In register. — (f) Where- 

any person becomes entitled by assignment, transmission or operation of' 
law to a patent or to a share in a patent, or becomes entitled as a mort- 
gagee, licensee oi- otherwise to any other interest in u patent, he shall apply 
in writing in the prescribed manner to the Controller for the registrationj 
of his title, or, as the case may be, of notice of his interest in the register 
of patents. 

(3) Without prejudice to the jirovisions of sub-section (f), an applica- 
tion for the registration of the title of any person becoming entitled by- 
assignment to a patent or a share in a patent, or becoming entitled by virtue-’ 
of a mortgage, licence or other instrument to any other interest in a piatent, 
may bo made in the prescribed manner by the assignor, mortgagor, licensor- 
or oi'her party to that instrument, as the case may be. 

(3) Where an application is made under this section for the registration- 
of the title of any person, the Controller shall upon proof of title to hia:- 
eatisfaotion — 

(a) where that person is entitled t-o a patent or a share in a patent, 
register him in the register of patents as proprietor or co-proprietor- 
of the patent, and enter in that register' particulars of the instrument', 
or event by which be derives title; or 

(h) where that person is entitled to any other interest in the- 
patent, enter in that register notice of In’s interest, with particnlara- 
of the instrument (if any) e-reating it. 

(4) Subject to the pn-ovisiiina of this Act relating to co-ownership of' 
patents, and subject also to any rights vested in any other person of which- 
notices is entered in the register of j)atents, the person or persons registered- 
as gTaiitce o” proprietor of a patent shall have power to assign, grani" 
licences under, or otherwise deal with, the j^atent and to give effeotued' 
receipts for any consideration for any such assignment, licence or dealing; 

Provided that any equities in respect of the patent may be enforced! 
in like manner as in respect of any other movable property. 

(.5) Except for the 7 .»urpoecs of an a 7 .)plication to rectify the register of 
patents, -a document or instrument in respect of which no entry has been 
made in the register of patents under sub-section {3), shall not be admitted' 
in any court as evidence of the title of any person to a patent or share of 
or interest in a patent unless the court, for reasons to be recorded in writ-- 
hig otherwise directs. 

69. Rectification of register. — (J) The Controller may, on the applica- 
tion in the prescribed manner of any person aggrieved by the non-insor- 
tion in, or omission from, the register of patents of any entry, or of any 
entry made in such a register without sufficient cause, or of any entry 
wrongly remaining in such register, or by an error or defect in any entry 
in such register, make such order for making, expunging or varying suefe-. 
entry as he thinks fit -and rectify the register accordingly. 
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(S) ill proceedings under this section the Goiitrolloi' may determine any 
question which it may be necessary or expedient to decide in connection 
’With the reotiticutioii of the register. 

(3) The Controller may refer any application under this section to ft 
migh Court for decision, and the High Court shall dispose of any npplica- 
;Hon so referred in such manner as it thinks tit. 

(4) Any order made by a High Court rectifying the register shall direct 
that notice of the rectification bo served on the Controller in the prescribed 
.manner, who shall upon the receipt of such notice rectify the register 
-raccordingly. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to empower the Controller 
to rectify the register of Patents or to rV'cide any que,stiOTi relating to ft 
^patent otherwise than for the purpose of correcting a mistake of fact, 
iffipparent from a reference either to the patent itself or to some order of 
:a, competent authority made under any other provision of this Act. 

70. Evidence of entrlea, documents, etc. — (1) A certifioate purporting 
to be under the hand of the Controller as to any entry, matter or thing 
which ho is authorised by this Act, or any rules made thereunder, to make 
•.or do, .shall bo prima facie evidence of the entry having been made, and of 
'the contents thereof, and of the matter or thing having been done or left 
undone. 

Qi) A copy of any entry in any register or of any document kept ih 
the Patent Office or of any patent, or an extract from any such register 
■or document purporting to be certified by the Controller and to be sealed 
with the seal of the Patent Office shall be admitted in evidence in all CourtB 
in India, and in all proceeding?, without further proof or production of the 
•original a 

Provided that a Court may, if it has reason to doubt the accuracy or 
rfiuthonfcicity of any such copy or extract tendered in evidence require the 
[production of the original or such further proof as it considers necessary. 

CHAPTEE XV 

Powers of Coxtroli.eh in proceedings under the Act 

71. OontroUer to have certain powers of a civil court, — (1) Subject to any 
rules made in this behalf, the Controller in any proceedings before him 
imder this Act shall have tho powers of a civil court while trying a suit 
Hinder the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908) in respect of the 
tfollowing matters, namely: — 

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and 
examining him on oath; 

(b) requiring the discovery and production of any dooument; 

fo) receiving evidence on affidavita; 

(d) issuing commissions for tho examination of witnesse* or docu- 

jiinenta ; 

(e) awarding costs ; and 

(/) any other matter which may be prescribed. 
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(5) Any costs awarded by the Controller in exercise of the powers- 
conferred npon him by clause ( 0 ) of sub-section (I) shall be executable iiv 
any court having jurisdiction as if it were a decree of that court, 

72. Evldonce befoio the Oontrollex.! — Subject to any rules made in thl» 
behalf, in any proceeding under this Act before the Controller, the evidence 
shall be given by affidavit in the absence of directions by the Controller 
to the contrary ; but in any case in which the Controller thinlrs it right so 
to do, he may take evidence viva, vooe in lieu of, or in addition to, evidence 
by affidavit or may allow any party to be oross-exanained on the contents of 
his affidavit. 

73. Exercise of discretionary power by Controller.— -Where any dis' 
eretionary power is by or under this Act given to the Controller, he shall 
not exercise that power adversely to the applicant for a patent, or for 
amendment orf an application or of a specification without (if so required! 
within the prescribed time by the applicant) giving the apphcant an oppor- 
liunity of being heard. 

CHAPTER XVI 
Pathnt Agentb- 

74. Patent agentfl. — Save as otherwise provided in this Chapter where 
by or under this Act any act other than the making of an affidavit is re- 
quired to be done by any person, the act may subject to prescribed con- 
ditions or in special cases with the consent of the Central Government be 
done in lieu of that person himself, by a duly authorised agent, being a 
person registered in the prescribed manner as a patent agent, 

• 

75. Subscription and verlfloatlon of certain documents.-— -The foUowing 

documents, namely: — 

applications for a patent, 

(if) applications for extension of term of a patent, 

(iti) applications for the restoration of lapsed patents, 

{iv) applications for the sealing of a patent after the time allowed 

for that purpose by or under sub-section (.9) of section 24 has expired, 
(u) applioations for leave to amend, 

{vi) applications for compulsory licence or revocation, 

{vii) notices of surrender of patents, and’ 

{viii] applioations for endorsement of patent with the word» 

‘Licences of Bight', 

■haU be signed and vetrified, in the manner prescribed by the person making 
such applications or giving such notices; 

Provided that if such person is absent from India, they may be signed 
*nd verified on his behalf by a patent agent authorised by him in writing 
in that behalf. 

76. Befltrlctlono on practice as patent agenta,— An individual shall notr 
either alone or in pasrtnership wit-h any other person, practise,, describe 
himself or hold himself out oe a patent agent, or permit "himself to be 
so described or held out, unless Im is registered as a patent -agent in the 
register of patent agents or, as. the case mfiy be, unless he and all his 
partners are so registered and a company shall not practise, dfescrlbe itself 
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or hold itself out or permit itself to be described or held out as aforesaid 
unless every director of the company and the manager (if he is not a 
director) or the managing agents, if any, of the company are registered as 
aforesaid. 

77. Power of Controller to refuse to deal with certain agents. — (I) Sub- 
ject to any rules made in this behalf, the Gojitroller may refuse to recognise 
as agent in respect of any busmess under this Act— 

(a) any individual whoso name has been removed from, and not 
restored to, the register of patent agents, or who is for the time being 
suspended from acting as a patent agent; 

(h) any person who has been convicted of an offence mider section 
90; 

(c) any person who has been found by the Central Government 
(after being given an opportunity to be heard) to have been convicted 
of any ofience or to have been guilty of any such misconduct as, in 
the case of an individual registered in the register of patent agents, 
would render him liable to have his name removed therefrom; 

(d) any person, not being registered as a patent agent, who in th» 
opinion of tlie Controller is engaged wholly or mainly in acting 
agent in applying for patents in India or elsewhere in the name or for 
the benefit of a poi'son by whom he is employed; 

(e) any company or firm, if any person whom the Controller could 
refuse to recognise as agent in respect of any business under th» 
Act is acting os a director or manager of the company or is a partner 
in the firm. 

(S) The Controller shall refuse to recognise as agent in respect of any 
business under this Act, any person who neither resides nor has a place of 
business in India. 

78. Savliig. — Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to prohibit a. 
legal practitioner from taking part in any proceeding under this Act, 

CHAPTEE XVII 
International Agrbsmknts 

79. Definitions. — In this Chapter, ‘convention application’ means an 
application for a patent made by virtue of section 81. 

80. Notification as to the declaration of a convention country The 

Central Government may, with a view to the fulfilment of a treaty, oon- 
Yention or arrangement, by notification in the Official Gazette, deolai'a 
that any country specified in the notification is a convention country for 
the purposes of this Act: 

Provided that a declaration may be made as aforesaid for the purposes 
either of all or of some only of the provisions of this Act, and a country 
in the case of which a declaration made, for the purposes of some ordy of 
the provisions of this Act is in force shall be deemed to be a conventiciA 
country for the purpose of those provisions only. 

81. Convention application.— (I) Without prejudice to the provisions of 
lection 6 an application for a patent for an invention .in respect of which 
protection has been applied for in a oonTention country may be made by tha. 
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poi'Boii by whoin the iipplication tor protection was made or by his legiil 
j'ejiresentative or assignee, either alone or jointly with any othe]- person; 

Provided, that no such application shall be made after the expiration 
of twelve months from the date of the application for protection in a con- 
vention country or where more than one such application for protection 
have been made, from the date of the first application. 

[2) Where applications for protection have been made in one or more 
convention countries in respect of two or more inventions which are cognate 
or of wlfich one is a modification of another, a single convention application 
may be made in respect of those inventions at any time within twelve 
months from the date of the earliest of the said applications for protection : 

Provided that the fee payable on the making of any such application 
shall be the same as if separate applications had been made in respect of 
each of the said inventions; and the requirements of clause (h) of sub- 
section (2) of sectior 82 shall, in the case of any such application, apply 
separately to the applications for pirotection in respect of each of the said 
Inventions. 

82. Special provisions relating to convention application.— (2) A 

convention application shall — 

(a) be accompanied by a complete specification; and 

(b) specify the date on which and the convention country in 
which the application for protection or the first such application was 
made and shall state that no application for protection in respect of 
the invention hod been made in a convention country before that date 
by the applicant or any person from whom he derives title. 

(S) A complete specification filed in pursuance of a convention applica- 
tion may include claims in respect of development of, or additions to, the 
invention in respect of which the application for protection was made in 
a convention country, being developments or additions in respect of which 
the applicant would be entitled under the provisions of section 0 to make 
K separate application for a patent. 

(3) If a convention application is not accepted within eighteen montha 
from the date of the application for protection in a convention country or 
where more than one such application for protection have been made from 
the date of the first application, the specification shall with drawings (if 
any) supplied therewith be open lo public inspection at the expiration of 
such period. 

88. Priority date of claims of complete specification In respect of con- 
vention application. — Where a claim in a complete specification filed in 
pursuance of a convention application is fairly based on the matter dis- 
closed in the application for protection in a convention country or where 
the convention application is founded upon more than, one such application 
for protection, in one of those applications, the priority date of that claim 
shall be the date of the relevant application for protection. 

84 . Supplementary provisions as to convention applications (2) Whem 

a person has applied for protection for an invention bv an application 
which,! — 


(a) in accordance with the terms of a treaty subsisting between 
any two or more convention countries, is equivalent to an applioa- 
tlou duly made in any one of those convention countries; or 
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(b) in accordaneo with the law of any convention country ia equi- 
valent to an application dulj made in that convention country; 

ho shall be deemed for the purposes of this Act to have applied in that 
. convention country. 

(3) i'or the purposes of this Act, a mutter shall be deemed to have boon 
• disclosed in an application for protection in a convention country if it waa 
claimed or disclosed (otherwise than by way of disclaimer or acknowledge- 
ment of prior art) in that application or in documents submitted by tho 
applicant for protection in support of and at the sarne time as that applic*- 
7tion; but no account shall be taken of any disclosure effected by any 
such document unh'ss a copy of the document is filed at the Patent 
Office with the convention application or within such period as may be 
prescribed after the filing of tliat application. 

86. Other piovlslonB of this Act to apply to convention application.^ 

Save as otherwise provided in this Chapter, all the provisions of this Act 
shall apply in relation to a convention application and a patent granted in 
pursuance thereof as they apply in relation to an ordinary application and 
: a patent granted in pursuance thereof. 

86. Special provlslone aa to vessels, aircraft and land vehicles. — ^Wliere 
a vessel or aircraft registered in a convention country or a land vehicle 
■ owned by a person ordinarily resident in such country, comes into India 

(including the territorial waters thereof) temporarily or accidentally only, 
the rights conferred by a patent for an invention shall not be deemed 
i.to be infringed by the use of the invention — 

(a) in the body of the vessel or in the machinery, tackle, appara- 
tus or other Eiccessories thereof, so far aa the invention is used on 
board the vessel and for its actual needs only; or 

(b) in tlio construction or working of the aircraft or land vehicle 
or of the aocesBories thereof; 

.as the case may be. 

CHAPTEE XVIII 
Appeals 

87. Appeals. — (I) An appeal shall lie to a High Court from any direction, 
decision or order of tbc ( outroller tmdor any of the following provisions, 

rthat is to say, — 

(a) any order under section 14; 

(b) any order under section 15; 

(c) any direction, decision or order under section 16; 

(d) any direction under section 17; 

(e) any direction or decision under section 21 ; 

(/) any decision under section 22; 

(g) any order under section 30; 

(h) any decision or order under section 81 ; 
fi) any order under section 82; 

(j) any order under section 88; 

(k) any decision under sub-section (4) or sub-section (6) of 
;fieotioii 84; 

(l) any order under sub-section (4) of section 86 ; 
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(m) any order under sub-seotion (4) of section 37 ; 

(n) any order under sub-section (-8) of section 89; 

(o) any order under sub-section (I) of section 41; 

(p) Elly order directing an endorsement of u patent with the words 
‘licences of Bight' under section 42; 

(f/) any decision or order under clause (a) or clause (b) of sub- 
section (1) of section 43; 

(r) any order under sub-section (2) of section 45; 

(fl) any direction under sub-section (1) or sub-section (S) of section- 
51; 

(t) any order or decision under sub-section (2) or sub-section (8) of 
section 69. 

(S) Every appeal under this section shall be in writing and shall be made- 
■within three months from the date of the direction, decision or order, as 
the case may be, of tiie Controller. 

(3) In calculating the said period of three months the time, if any, 
occupied in granting a copy of the direction, decision or order appealed 
against shall be excluded, 

88. Procedure for heating of appeals.— (2) When an appeal has been, 
preferred to a High Court under section 87, it shall be heard by a Bench' 
of not less than two Judges. 

(8) The Bench hearing the appeal may, if it thinks fit, and shall, om 
the request of the parties to the appeal, call in the aid of ap assessor 
specially qualified for the purpose, and hear the appeal wholly or partial- 
ly with his assistance. 

(3) The remuneration, if any, to be paid to an assessor under this- 
section shall in every case be determined by the High Court and be paid 
M part of the expenses of the execution of this Act. 

(4) Save as otherwise provided in this section, the High Court may make 
fules consistent with this Act as to the procedure to be followed in raspeefc 
•f appeals made to it under section 87. 

CHAPTEB XIX 
Penalties 

19. Oontrftvention of secrecy provisions relating to certain Inventions. — 

If any person fails to comply with any direction given under section 28 or 
■aakes or causes to be made an application for the grant of a patent in- 
sontravention of that section, he shall be punishable with imprisonment 
which may extend to two years, or with fine which may extend to one- 
thousand rupees, or with both. 

90. Practice by non-regi»tered patent agents. — Any person who con- 
►avenes the provisions of section 76 shall be punishable with fine noli 
exceeding two hundred rupees in the case of a first offence and five- 
hundred rupees in the case of a second or subsequent offence. 

91. PalBlflcation of entries In regiater.— If any person makes or causes- 
io be made a false entry in any register kept under this Act, or a writing 

Uaaly purporting to be a copy of an entry in such a regialjer, or produce* 
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or tenders or oausea to be produced or tendered in e-vid.ence any suob 
■writing, knowing the entry or writing to be false, he eball be punishable 
with inipriaonment which may extend to six months, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 

92. Unauthoriaed claim of patent rights. — If any person falbely represent# 
that any article sold by him is a patented article, ho shall be punishable 
■with imprisonment which may extend to six months, or with fine which 
may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 

98. Wrongful use of words “Patent Office”. — If any person uses on- 
his place of business or on any document issued by him, or otherwise, the 
words “Patent Ofiicc’’ or any other words suggesting that his place 'of 
business is, or is officially connected with, the Patent Office, he shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to ouo thousand rupees, and, in the - 
case of a continuing offence, with a further fine of fifty nipees for each 
day on which^the offence is continued after conviction therefor, 

94. Refusal or failure to supply information. — Any person who refusan 

or fails to furnish to the Controller any information or statement which ho 
is required to furnish under section 105 or furnishes such information or 
statement which is false or which he either knows or has reason to believe 
to be false or does not believe to be true, shall be punishable with imprison- 
ment which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend t» 
one thousand rupees, or with both. 

96. Oontravention of provisions of section 98 by officers and employe«r 
of the Patent Office. — Any officer or employee of the Patent Office who 
contravenes the provisions of section 98 shall be punishable with imprison- 
ment which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to 
two hundred rupees, or with both. 

96. Oflenoes by Oompanles — (I) If the person committing an offence 
under this Act is a company, every person who, at the time the offence 
was committed, was in charge of, or was responsible to, the company, for 
the conduct of the business of the company, as well as th'S company shall 
be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded 
against and punished accordingly : 

Provided that nothing contained in this sub -section shall render any 
such person liable to any punishment provided in this Act if he provea 
that the offence was committed without his knowledge or that he exercised 
due diligence to prevent the oommission of such an offence. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I), where 
offence under this Act has been committed by a company, and it is proved 
that the offence was committed with the consent or connivance of, or ia 
attributable to any negligence on the part of any director, manager, seore.) 
tary or other officer of the company, such director, manager, secretary or 
other officer shall also be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shalP 
be liable to be proceeded with and punished accordingly. 

Explanation . — For the purposes of this section — 

(a) ‘company’ means any body corporate and includes a IIitd of 
other association of persons, and 

(b) 'director' in relation to a firm means a partner in the finnu. 
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CHAPTER XX 

Miscellankous 

97. RestWctlona on employeea of Patent Office an to right or interest In 
patent.— All and omployees of the Patent Office shall be incaji 

able, during the period for which they hold their appointments, to acquire 
or taJre, directly or indirectly, except by inheritance or bequest, any right 
or interest in any patent issued by that office. 

98. Officers and employees not to lurnlsh Information, etc,— An officer 
-or employee in the Patent Office shall not, except when required or 
^authorised by this Act, or under a direction in writing of the Central Gov- 
■ornment or the Controller or by order of a court — . 

(a) furnish information on a matter which is being, or has been, 
dealt with under this Act or under the Indian Patents and Designs 
Act, 1911 (II of 1911); or 

(i>) prepare or assist in the preparation of a document required 
or permitted by or under this Act or under the Indian Patents and 
Designs Act 1911 (11 of 1911), to be lodged in the Patent Office; cr 

(o) conduct a search in the records of the Patent Office. 

99. Avoidance of certain restrictive conditions.— (1) Subject to the 
-provisions of this section, any condition of a contract for the sale or lease of 
-a patented ai'ticlc or of an article made by a patented process or for lioenoo 
-to use or work a patented article or process, or relating to any such sale, 
rlease or licence, shall be void in so far as it purports — 

(a) to require the purchaser, lessee or licensee to acquire from 
the vendor, lessor or licensor, or his nominees, or prohibit him from 
acquiring from any specified person or from acquiring except from the 
vendor, lessor or licensor, or his nominees, ‘any articles other than 
the patented article or an article made by the patented process; 

(b) to prohibit the purchaser, lessee or licensee from using articles 
(whether patented or not) which are not supplied by, or any patented 
process which does not belong to, the vendor, lessor or licensor, or 
his nominees or to restrict the right of the purchaser, lessee or licensee 
to use any such arfciclo.s or process. 

(9) In proceedings against any person for infringement of a patent, it 
.-ehall bo a defence to prove that at the time of the infringement there was 
in force a contract relating to the patent made by or with the consent of 
the plaintiff and containing a condition void by virtue of this section. 

(5) A condition of a contract shall not be void by virtue of this 
. section, if — 

(a) at the time of the making of the contract the vendor, lessor 
or licensor was willing to sell or lease the article or grant a licence to 
use or work the article or process as the case may be, to the purchaser, 
lessee or licensee on reasonable terms specified in the contract and 
without any such condition as is mentioned in aub-seetton (1) of this 
flection; and 

(b) the purchaser lessee or licensee is entitled under the contracB 
to relieve himself of his liability to observe the condition upon giving 
to the other party three months’ notice in writing and subject to 
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pajment to him of such compensation (being in the case of a purchase 
a lump sum, and in the case of a lease or licence a rent or royalty for 
the residue of the term of the contract) aa may be determined by an ■ 
arbitrator appointed by the Central Government. 

(4) If in any proceeding it is alleged that any condition of a contract is 
void by virtue of this section, it shall lie on the vendor, lessor or licensor 
to prove the matters set out in clause (a) of sub-section {3). 

{ 6 ) A condition of a contract shall not be void by virtue of this section-' 
by reason only that it prohibits any person from selling goods other than 
those supplied by a specified person, or, in the case of a contract for the 
lease of or licence to use a patented article, that it reserves to the lessor 
or liconsoi' or his nominees , the rigliL to supply such new parts of the 
patented article as may be required to put or keep it in repair. 

100, Fees. — (1) There shall be paid in respect of the grant of patents 
and applications therefor, and in respect of other matters in relation to 
the grant of patents under this Act, such fees aa may be proscribed by 
the Central Government, so however that the fees prescribed in respect 
of the instruments and matters mentioned in the First Schedule shall not 
exceed those specified therein. 

(2) A proceeding in respect of which a fee is payable under this Aot • 
or the rules made thereunder shall be of no effect unless the fee has been 
paid. 

101. Privilege of reporte of Controller.— (I) Eeports of or to tshe 
Controller made >inder this Act shall not in any case be published or be ■ 
open to public inspection : 

Provided that the Controller may on application made in the prescribed 
manner by any person disclose the result of any search ma<le under ■ 
sectiiMi 12 iP- retii,(.'.';t of any application fo)- patent wlicre. Oie cOTuplct.e 
specification has been published. 

102. Desiflction upon publication of specification. — Subject to the 
provisions of sub-section (,?) of section 82 on application for a patent, and ' 
any specification tiled in pursuance thereof, shall not, except with the 
consent of the applicant, be published by the Controller or be open to ■ 
public Inspection at any time before the date of advertisement of accept- 
ance of the application. 

103, ' Publication of patented inventions.- -The Controller shall iss\ie 
periodically a piRlication of patented inventions containing such informa- 
tion as the Central Government may direct. 

104 Powers of Controller to correct clerical errors. — The Controller 

may, on request in writing accompianiod by the prescribed fee,— 

(a) correct any clerical error iu or in connection with an applica- 
tion for a patent or in any patent or any specification, 

(h) correct any clerical error in the name or address of the pro- 
prietor of any patent or in any other matter which is entered upon- 
the register of Patents. 

■ 105 . Power of Oontrollar to call for Information from patentee.— Tha 

Controller may, at any time during the continuance of the patent by 
notice in writing require a patentee or an exclusive licensee to furniab tof 
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him within two months from the date of such notice or within such further 
time tig the Controller may allow, such information and such periodical 
-Btatements as to the extent to which the patent has been commercially 
worked in India, as may be specified in the notice. 

108. Service of notices, etc., by post. — ^Any notice required or authorised 
to be given by or under this Act, and any application or other document 
HO authorised or required to be made or filed, may be given, made or filed 
by post, 

107. Declaration by Infant, lunatic, etc — (1) I£ any person is, by reason 
of infancy or other disability, incapable of making any statement or doing 
anything required or permitted by or under this Act, the lawful guardian, 

. committee or manager (if any) of the person subject to the disability, or 
if there be none, any person appointed by any court possessing jurisdiction 
in respect of his property, may make such statement or a statement as 
nearly corresponding thereto as circumstances permit, and do such thing 

■ in the name and on behalf of the person subject to the disability, 

(5) An appointment may be made by the court for the purposes of 

■ this section upon the petition of any person acting on behalf of the perBon 
Bubjoct to the disability or of any other person intere.5ted in the making 
of the statement or the doing of the thing. 

108. Security for costa. — ^Where a person giving notice of any opposition 
under this Act or filing an appeal to n High Court from any direction, 
decision or order of the Controller under this Act, neither resides 
nor carries on business in India, the Controller or the High Court, as ths 
case may be, may require such person to give security for the payment 
of all costs incurred and likely to be incurred in the proceedings or appeal, 
as the case may be, and, in default of such security being given, may dis- 
allow the opposition or dismiss the appeal. 

109. Transmlaslon of copies of specification, etc., and Inspection thereof. 

— ^Copies of all such specifications, drawings and amendments left at the 
i j*atent Office, as become open to public inspection under the provision* 
of this Act, shall be transmitted, as soon os may he, after the printed 
copies thereof are avaOable, to such authorities as the Central Government 
(jnay appoint in this behalf, and shall be open to the inspection of any 
person at all reasonablte times at places to be appointed by those authoritiei 
and approved by the Central Government, 

110. Information relating to patents. — A person making a request to 
the Controller in the prescribed manner as respects an^ patent specified 

' in the request or as respects any application for a patent so specified, for 
Information to be furnished to him by the Controller of any such matter* 
as may be prescribed affecting that patent or application, shall be entitled, 
eubject to the payment of the prescribed fee, to have information supplied 
■ to him accordingly. 

HI, Los* or destruction of patent.- — If a patent is lost or destroyed, or 
its non-production is accounted for to the satisfaction of the Controller, 
'-the Controller may at any time, on payment of the prescribed fee, Beal 
a duplicate thereof 

112. Models to be furnished to Indian Museum.— The trustees of the 
Ctidian Museum may at any time require a patentee to furnish them willi 
. a model or sample of his invention on payment to the patentee of the co*t 
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of the manufacture of the model or Bamplo, the amount to be Bsttled, Ib 
case of dispute, by the Central Government. 

113. Power to make lulee. — (1) The Central Government may, by nott- 
fioation in the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purpoBee 
of this Act. 

(S) Without prejudice to' the generality of the foregoing power, the 
Central Government nday make rules to provide for all or any of th« 
[following matters, namely: — . 

(a) the establishment of branches of the Patent Office; 

(b) the form of afipUcations for patents and of any spaoificationi, 
drawings and other documents which may be filed at the Patent Offio* 
and for requiring copies to be furnished of any such documents; 

(o) the manner in which any application for a patent or any other 
documents may be filed at the Patent Office; 

(d) the time within which any act or thing may be done undtf 
this Act; 

(a) the fees which may be payable under this Act and the 
manner of payment of such fees; 

(/) the matters in respect of which the Examiner may make a 
report to the Controller; 

(g) the manner in which and the time within which any mattar 
may be advertised under this Act; 

(h} the provisions which may be inserted in an order for restora- 
tion of a patent or lapsed application for a patent for the protection of 
persons who may have availed themselves of the subject-matter of the 
patent after the patent had ceased; 

(i) the form of a request for the sealing of a patent; 

(j) the form of the manner in which and the time within whioh 
any notice may be given under this Act; 

(k) the matters in respect of which the Controller shall hav« 
powers of a civil court; 

(l) the qualifications of patent agents and the keeping of a 
register of patent agents, the removal from the register of paten^k 
agents of the name of any person registered thereunder or the sus- 
pension of the right of any such person to act as a patent agent; 

(m) the conditions subject to whioh any act may be done by a 
patent agent on behalf of his principal; 

(n) the manner in which an application may be signed aaA 
verified under this Act; 

(o) the procedure to bg followed in connection with any appliea- 
fiion or request to the Controller or in connection with any prooeet- 
ing before the Controller and for authorising the rectification of Iirs- 
.gularities of procedure; 

(p) the authorising of publication and sale of copies of speeifioa- 
Hons, drawings and other documents in the Patent Office, and a£ 
indexes or abridgement of such documents; 
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(q) the ensuring of secrecy with respect to patents to whioln 
section 28 applies; 

(r) the regulation of business of the Patent Office and of alls 
things by this Act placed under the direction or control of the Con- 
troller, 

(<^ The power to mahe rules under this sodtion shall be subject to tha 
conmtion of the rules being made after previous publication : 

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall apply in the case of 
rules made for the pui-poso specified in clause (q) of sub-section (g), 

114. Special provisions relating to certain patents For the removal of 

doubts, it is hereby declared that — - 

(i) any patent granted before the relevant date in any of the merged! 
territories or in any Indian State, or a Part B State or part thereof, 
under any law then in force in such merged territory, State or part' 
shall have effect and shall be deemed always to have had effect in that 
merged territory, State or part only; 

(n) any patent granted before the 18th day of April, 1960 under the 
Indian Patents and Designs Act, 1911 (II of 1911), shall have effect and 
shall be deemed always to have had effect in those territories only to- 
which the said Act applied at the date of the gi'ant of the patent. 

Explanation, — ,The expression ‘relevant date’ means-^ 

(a) in I'clafion to a merged territory, the 1st day of January,;. 

1060; and 

(b) in relation to an Indian State, or a Part B State or part 

thereof, the 18th day of April, 1960. 

115. Repeal, saving and transitional provisions.— (J) The Indian Patents- 
and Defiigiifl Act, 1911 (II of 1911), in so far as it relates to patents, is here 
by repealed, and on the commencement of tliis Act the said Act shall be 
amended as indicated in the Second Schedule. 

(S) Without prejudice to the provisions (iontained in the General Clauses 
Act, 1897 (X of 1897), with re.spect to repeals, — 

(a) any notification, rule, order, requirement, certificate, notice, 
decision, direction, authorisation, consent, application, request or 
thing made, issued, given or done under the Indian Patents and' 
Designs Act, 1911 (II of 1911) .shall, if in force at the commence- 
merit of this Act, and in so far as it could have been made, issued, 
given or done under this Act, continue in force and have effect as if 
made, issued, given or done under the corresponding provisione of this 
Act; 

(b) notwithstanding anything in sub-section (1) of section 8 of 
this Act, a complete speeifleation shall not be filed in pursuance of 
an application which by virtue of section 4A of the Indian Patents 
and Designs Act, 1911 (II of 1911) was deemed to be abandoned a|i 
any time before the commencement of this Act ; 

(c) where two or more persons are registered as grantee or pro- 
prietor in respect of a patent which was granted or for which 
application was made before the commencement of this Act. the 
right of each of those persons to assign the whole or part of the- 
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interest in the patent shall not be restricted by reason only of th® 
provisions of section 50 of this Act; 

(d) a condition of any contract in force immediately before the 
commencement of this Act shall not be invalidated by reason only 
of the provisions of section 99 of this Act; 

(e) the provisions of section 9 of the Indian Patents and Designs 
Act, 1911 (II of 1911) shall continue to apply in relation to any pro- . 
oeedings pending under that section at the commencement of this Act. 

(/) the provisions of section 21A of the Indian Patents and Designs 
Act, 1911 (II of 1911) and of any rules made thereunder shall continue 
to apply in relation to any patent granted before the commencement 
of this Act in pursuance of that section ; 

{g) sub-section (2) of section 25 and sub-section (2) of section 29 
of this Act shall not apply to any patent granted before the com- 
mencement of this Act; 

{h) sub-section (2) of section 31 of this Act shall apply in relation 
to any application made before the commencement of this Act as it 
applies in relation to an application made after the commencement 
of this Act; 

(0 sub-sections (2) and (3) of section 58 of this Act shall not 
apply in relation to any infringement of a patent committed before 
the commencement of this Act; 

(j) in relation to a patent granted before the commencement of 
this Act the renewal fees shall be those specified in the Schedule to 
the Indian Patents and Designs Act, 1911 (II of 1911). 

(3) Save as otherwise provided in sub-section (3), the provisions of this 
Act shall apply to any application for a patent pending at the commence- 
ment of this Act and to any proceedings consequent thereon and to any 
patent granted in pursuance thereof. 

(4) Eeferences in this Act to the Indian Patents and Designs Act, 
1911, (II of 1911) are references to that Act as in force immediately before 
the commencement of this Act. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE 
[Sea section 100] 
Fees 


On applioatlon for a patent aoeompaniod by provlaional speolflofttlon 
On flUng complete speolfloatlon after provisional speoifloation 
On applioatlon for a patent aoeompaniod by oomplete speoifloation 
For sealing a patent 

Before the expiration of the 4th year from the date of the patent 
Before the expiration of the 5th year from the date of the patent . 
Before the expiration of the 0th year from the date of the patent 
Before the expiration of the 7th year from the date of the patent 


Rs, 

20 

80 

60 

30 

SO 

,60 

60 

60 
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Before the expiration of the 8th year from tho date of the patent , 100 

Before the expiration of tho 9th year from tho dote of the patent . 100 

Before the expiration of the 10th year from the date of the patent . 125 

Before the expiration of the 1 1th year from the date of the patent , 125 

Before tho expiration of the 12th year from the date of tho patent ICO 

Before the expiration of the 13th year from tho date of the patent . 150 

Before the expiration of the 14th year from tho date of tho patent . 175 

Before tho expiration of the 15th year from the date of the patent . . 176 

Provided that tho feea for tivo or more yeara may be paid in advance 
On application to extend tho term of a patent ..... 50 

In rcapoot of each year of the extended term of a patent granted under 200 
section 30. 


THE SECOND SCHEDULE 
[See section 115(1)] 

Amendments to the Indian Patents and Designs Act, 1911. 

1. In the long title and tho preamble, the word.s ‘Inventions and’ and 
the words 'inventions and’ shall, respectively, be omitted, 

2. In section 1, in sub-section (I), the words ‘Indian Patents and' shall 
be omitted. 

3. In section 2,— 

(a) clause (I) shall be omitted; 

(ft) in clause (P), the words and brachets '(as respects designs)' 
shall be omitted; 

(c) in clause (3), for the words ‘appointed under this Act’ the 
words and figures ‘appointed under the Patents Act 1953’ shall be 
substituted; 

(d) clauses (6), (8), (10), (11) and (12) shall be omitted, 

4. Part 1 shall be omitted. 

5. In section 51B, for the words and figures 'The provisions of section 
21', the words and figures ‘The provisions of Chapter XT of the Patents 
Act, 1953’, shall be substituted. 

6. In section 54, for the words ‘The provisions of this Act’, the words 
and figures ‘The provisions of the Patents Act, 1953’ shall be substituted. 

7. In section 57, in sub-section (I), the words ‘the grant of patents 
and’ and 'patents and’ shall bo omitted. 

6. Section 59A shall be oniittod, 

9. In section 01, sub section (2) shall be omitted. 

10. In section 02, — ■ 

(a) danse (a) shall be omitted; 

(ft) in clause (c), the words 'any patent or’ and 'the register of 
patents or’ shall be omitted. 
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11. In seotion 63,—* 

(o) in sub-section (I), the words ‘to a patent or’ and ‘patent or', 
shall be omitted; 

(6) in Bub-seotion (3 ), — , 

(i) the words ‘patent or’ shall be omitted; 

(it) for the' words ‘patents or designs, as the case may be’ 
the word ‘designs’ shall be substituted; 

(c) in sub section (3), the words ‘patent or’, wherever they 
occur, shall be omitted; 

(d) in sub-section (4), the words ‘patent or to’ shall be omitted, 

12. In section 64, — 

(a) in sub-section (1 ) — 

(i) the words ‘patents or’ shall be omitted; 

(it) the word ‘either’ wherever it occurs shall be omitted; 

(b) in sub-section (5), clause (a) shall be omitted. 

13. Section 66 shall be omitted. 

•14. In seotion 67, the words ‘for a patent, or for amendment of an 
application or of a specification, or’ shall bo omitted. 

15. In seotion 69, in sub-section (1), the words ‘grant a patent for 
an invention or to’ shall be omitted. 

16. In . section 71A, the words ‘or from patents, specifications and 
other’ shall' be omitted. 

17. Seotion 72 shall be omitted. 

a 

18. For section 74A, the following section shall be substituted, 
namely ; — 

”74A. Security for costs . — Where a person giving notice to the 
Courlj of appeal from any decision of the Controller under this Act, 
neither resides nor carries on business in India, the Court may require 
such person to give security for the payment of all costs incurred and 
likely to be incurred in the appeal and in • default of such security 
being given may dismiss the appeal.” 

19. Seotion 76 shall be omitted. 

20. In section 76, — 

(a) in sub-section (1), the word ‘other' shall bo omitted; = 

(b) in clause (c) of sub-section (3), the word ’opponent’ shall be 

omitted. ' ‘ ,, . 

21. In section 77, — 

(a) in sub-section (1), — 

(i) in clause (o), the -word ‘specifications,’ shall be omitted; 

• (»t) clause (d) shall be omitted ; 
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(iii) in olauae (e), the words 'specifications and other’ shall 
be omitted; 

(iv) clause (eee) shall be omitted; 

(6) sub-section {3A) shall be omitted. 

22. El section 78A,— 

(a) in sub-section (1 ), — 

(i) the words ‘invention or’ and 'the patent that may be 
granted to him under this Act, for the said invention or’ shall 
be omitted; 

(«') for the proviso, the following proviso shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

“Provided that — 

(a) the application is made within six months from 
the application for protection in the United Kingdom; and 

(fa) nothing in this section shall entitle the proprietor 
of the design to recover damages for- infringement 
happening prior to the actual date on which the design is 
registered in India.”; 

(b) in sub-section (S),—* 

(t) the words ‘The patent granted for an Invention or’ ebaU 
be omitted; 

(fi) clause (a) shall be omitted ; and 

{in) in clause (b), the words ‘in the case' of a design’ shall 
be omitted; 

(o) in sub-seotion (3), — 

(f) the words ‘the grant of a patent or’ shall be omitted; and 
(ti) the proviso shall be omitted; 

(d) in sub-section (4), the words ‘inventions or’ and ’patented 
or’ wherever they occur shall be omitted. 

28. In section 80, in the proviso, the words ‘patent, permit or licence 
granted or’ shall be omitted. 

24. For the Schedule, the following Schedule shall be substituted, 
namely: — - 


"THE SOHEDULE 
[Sea section S7] • 

F;mB 

On application for registration of a design ... Es. 8/-/-.” 
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statem;ent of objects and EEASONS. 

The Indian Patents and Designs Act, 1911 was enacted at a time when 
India had not developed industrially. The experience of the working of 
this Act coupled with the progress of industrial development in the conntry 
indicated ■ clearly the need for a more comprehensive legislation so as to 
ensure that patent rights arc not abused to the detriment 6f the consumer 
or to the prejudice of the trade or of the industrial development of the 
country, A Committee known as the Patents Enquiry Committee was 
appointed by the Government of India in 1948 to review the working of the 
patent system and this Committee submitted an interim report which was 
confined mainly to the provisions relating to the monopoly rights conferred 
by patents. The Indian Patents and Designs (Amendment) Act, 1950 was 
enacted to give effect to the main recommendations in that report and since 
then some further ad hoc amendments have been carried out from time to 
time to incorporate changes which were considered to be of a very urgent 
nature. The final report of the Patents Enquiry Committee was submitted 
In 1950, The object of this Bill is to give effect to such of the recommenda- 
tions of the final report of the Patents Enquiry Committee as, have been 
accepted by Government. Opportunity has also been taken to make cer- 
tain other improvements in the patent law. 

The provisions of the 'Bill which make a change in the existing law 
are explained in the Notes on Clauses. 

T. T,; KEISHNAMACHAEI. 

New Delhi; 

The 2Uh November, 1963. 


Notes on Clauses 

Clause 2. — The definitions of ‘invention’ and 'manufacture' have been 
amplified. The definitions of certain new terms which are used in the Bill 
have been added. 

Clause 8. — This clause specifies what is not ‘patentable’ and is based 
upon judicial decisions on the subject. ^ 

Clause 8.- — ?The proviso to sub-clause (1) extends the maximum period of 
ten months to twelve months during which a complete specification may 
be filed after the provisional specification. 

Clause 10. — ^This clause lays down the criterion for determining the 
novelty or priority date of an invention and stipulates that the priority date 
of a claim in a complete specification should bo determined on the basis of 
the disclosure contained in a complete or a foreign specification on which 
the particular claim in the complete specification may be based. 

Clause 12. — The existing Act does not contain any specific provision re- 
quiring the Controller to make a compulsory search for ascertaining the 
novelty of an invention before its “acceptance”. This clause makes it 
obligatory for compulsory searches to be made by the Patent Office in res- 
pect of all patent applications. Such a measure, it is considered, would 
enhance the commercial value attached to an Indian patent. 
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Clause 21. — ^This clause omits the provision in the existing Act (section 
9) permitting opposition proceedings before the sealing of ft patent. In its 
place a provision has been inserted under which it will be open to any person 
to file a statement of objections before the Coiitrollor of Patents and 
Designs within four months from the date of advertisement of the accept- 
ance of the application in the Official Gazette. The objections would be 
considered by the Controller along with the Examiner’s report before sealing 
the patent. Experience has shown that opposition proceedings in the past 
have proved frivolous and obstructive. They have also caused serious 
delays and substantial loss to the effective term of a patent. 

Clause 22 . — This clause makes it obligatory that the name of the first 
inventor shall be mentioned in the patent specification as also in the 
patent to be granted. The object of this clause is to recognise the right of 
the inventor to be associated with his invention. 

Clause 28. — This clause replaces the provisions of section 21 A of the 
existing Act which are somewhat rigid. The revised clause enables the 
Controller to enforce secrecy in respect of patent applications which may 
be relevant for defence purposes. 

Clause 30. — At present petitions for extension of the term of a patent lie 
to the Central Government. Under this clause such petitions will have to 
be made to the Controller of Patents. 

Clause 83. — This clause authorises the Controller of Patents to restore a 
lapsed application for a patent on which a patent could not be sealed within 
the prescribed time due to an unintentional delay or omission on the part of 
the applicant. 

Clause 37, — -The Controller is empowered to entertain applications for 
revocation of a patent which power at present vests in the High Courts only. 
An order of the Controller under this clause wiU, however, be subject to an 
appeal to the High Court. 

Clause 60. — The expression ‘joint tenants’ which in this context is 
fcffeign to the Indian law is being omitted. The rules of law applicable in 
this country to the ownership and devolution of movable property are being 
applied to patents. 

Clause 61,. — This clause empowers the Controller of Patents to give 
directions to joint pntentees with regard to the sale, lease’ or grant of licences 
on patents, particularly in the event of a dispute arising between them iri 
regard to their mutual rights. 

Clauses 62 to 66.^ — The provisions of these clauses replace the provisions 
of section 21 of the existing Act. Under section 21, the Central Govern- 
ment alone can use a patent for the purposes of the Union. This privilege 
is now being extended to the 'State Governments, 

Clause 67. —This clause enables a person who has a reasonable cause to 
doubt whether the intended manufacture or use of an article would consti- 
tute an infringement of an existing patent to file a declaratory suit. Such 
ft declaratory suit at the initial stage would protect persons who act hona- 
fide and would avoid unnecessary and prolonged litigation later which other- 
wise may become inevitable. A provision like this would also be beneficial 
1 to industrialists and would help in promoting the industrialisation of the 
country. 
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Clause 68. — This clause confers upon an ‘exclusive licensee' the right to 
institute a suit for infringement of a patent which at present is enjoyed, by a 
patentee only. 

Clauses 74 to 78. — 'This is a new Chapter and provides for statutory 
control oyer the profession of patent agents. A patent agent will now be 
required to register himself under the Act and he will also have to pass a 
qualifying examination before he becomes eligible for such registration. 

Clauses 79 to 86, — 'This Chapter deals with international agreements re- 
garding reciprocal arrangements with foreign countries for the mutual pro- 
tection of inventions. These clauses replace the provisions of the existing 
section 76A which outUnes the present reciprocal arrangements existing 
between India, the United Kingdom, and other British Commonwealth 
countries. 

Clause 87. — This clausa provides for appeals. Under the existing Act 
appeals in a large majority of cases lie to the Central Government. Under 
the Bill, all appeals will lie to a High Court. 

Clauses 89 to 96, — These clauses provide irenalties in respect of certaiir 
oSenoes. Under the existing Act, the only penalty provided is in respect 
of the wrongful use of the w'ords ‘Patent Office’. 

Clause 97. — This is a new clarrse which disqualifies the employees of the 
Patent Office frorri acquiring any interest in a patent, except by inheritarroo 
or bequest. 

Clause 98. — This is also a new clause which enjoins upon employees of 
the Patent Office to observe secrecy in respect of confidential information 
and doounients to which they may have access in the discharge of their 
duties. A contravention of the provisions of this clause is made a penal 
offence. 

Clause 99. — This clause is intended to remove the malpractices adopt- 
ed in the trade regarding licences, contracts for sale, leases etc. in respect 
of patents and declares that all such instruments shall be void and un- 
enforceable whenever they tend to impose restrictions with regard to 
purchase of articles other than patented articles. 

Clause 101. — This clause is baaed on section 60 of the existing Act with 
the only difference that it permits the Controller of Patents to disclose, in 
his discretion, the result of investigations made in connection with the 
examination of patent specifications to the applicant. Such a provision, it 
is considered, would be beneficial to tbo inventors as it would enable them 
to know the extent of the prior art cited against their applications. 

Clause 102.— This clause requires the Controller of Patents to treat all 
applications for patents confidential before their acceptance. 

Clause 105. — This clause enables the Controller of Patents to call for 
periodical reports from patentees regarding the commercial working of 
their patents in India. 

Tlw First Schedule. — The existing fees are being slightly enhanced. 

The Second Schedule. — This Schedule omits from the existing Act all 
provisions relating to patents arid that Act will now contain provisions 
relating to designs only. 
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FINANCIAL MEMOEANDUM 

A Patent Office already exists at Calcutta to administer the Indian 
Patents and Designs Act, 1911, but it will need to bo considerably strength- 
ened in order to cope with the additional Innctions contemplated under the 
new Bill for amending the Law relating to Patents. For example the office 
will hare to iieep a close watch over the commercial exploitation of Patents 
and also to exercise control over the profession of Patent Agents, The 
Controller of Patents and Designs will also have corisidorably enlarged 
powers of trying suits relating to Patents. 

2, Two new wings each under a Deputy Controller with Examiners and 
ministerial staff will have to bo added to the Patent Office. The additional 
expenditure involved is estimated to be Rs. 1 ■ 10 lakhs per year hut this will 
be more than balanced by the increased recovery of Es. 1 :60 lakhs per year 
from the enhanced rates of fees prescribed in the new Bill. 


M. N. KAUL, 

Secretary. 
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